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_____—_———______

[1th Febraary, 2011, Fridsy |

Gam-10am : Registration
10 am - 11.15am Inauguration
11.15am-11.30am : Tea-Break
11.30am - 1.30pm  : Technical Session-1
Theme (I} mwdwmmm

Theme (11} Economy of Efhnic Sociefies.
130pm-230pm : Lunch Break
230pm-430pm - Technical Session-ll

Theme (I} - W&Dﬂudﬁuﬁmn{%nmﬁmﬂﬂ.

12th Feberuary, 2011, Saturday

9am-1lam : Technical Session-1l
Theme (IV) : Reclaiming Locations of Ethnic Societies
11 am - 11.15am Tea-Break
11.15am - 1.00pm : Technical Session-IV
Theme (V) umﬂm&mdzﬂmnsm
Theme (VI} Oral History
100 pm-200pm - Lunch Break
200 pm - 400 pm  : Technical Session-V
Theme (VII} EmhﬁnﬁWNMhEﬂuﬁtﬁudeﬂH.
400 pm - 4.30pm  : Valedictory Function.




FROM PRINCIPAL'S DESK

T?mwurﬁdhmwﬂnmedmmuﬁmﬂsspechﬂyhﬂmmﬂmﬂm
mﬁnduhyenmherﬂfeﬁmicdmmhmadmimamngamm
number of ethnic communities throughout the world for preservation of their
socio-cultural political or economic rights. Proliferation of conflicts by clvilization
clashes, resources scarcity, over population or hegemony seems to preponder
over other important issues, Equally important is the need for resolution and
management of the ethnic sentiments which may need multifarious approach
like indigenization, accommodation, assimilation, acculturation ete. which will
call for mapping of the ethnographic structure aof the ethnic groups.

The seminar on "Mapping Ethnographies in Assam and the Role of Identity
Politics” organised by the Deptt, of History of the College is an attempt to
provide a platform to the teachers, researchers and academicians to highlight
nﬂnmfdyufmwmﬂmlﬂrmnumbernfeﬂmtmmmﬂum
in Assam and the North East India.

Date : 11/02/2011 Dr. N. N. Deka




THEME OF THE SEMINAR

Mapping Ethnographies In Assam
and
the Role of Identity Politics

The North-East and Assam in contextual specificity is a veritable concentration of
wmmﬂmm&wmmmﬂmmmmm
“Fthnic Culture'of the region. We cannot overlook the fact of colonial historiography that
had bestowed a homogenizing culture on the varying ethnicities of Assam inducing the
process of assimilation and aceulturation. But inspite of apparent homogeneity,distinct
Wmmmm&mﬁ&uwummmm
as well as the two autonomous hill districts. These multiethnic and plural societies are a
virtual anthropologists, paradise sharing visible culture affinities inspite of differences.
However, globalization has revitalized the notion of identity, formulating new patterns of
coalescence and convergence as well as divergence and exdusivity of local eulture.

Inspite of integrating into the social fabric broadly categorized as local, these ethnicifies
mdmaﬂadﬁﬂmﬂmpmufhhmdhjmﬁed&nmthegmrdmmuf
mﬂnnﬂhhﬂywmmmmmmmmdﬂwﬁmﬂdﬂcﬂm
These ethnic identities, denied a legitimate central role in history have once again regrouped
to reclaim their lost space in history. Moreover, the spatio-temporal dynamics of
alobalization have impacted and shaken the roots of ethnicities and injected afresh the
politics of identity.

The objective of the Seminar is to elicit opinion on the identical nature of ethnicities
irvespective of the inherent diversities which will invariably contribute to conflict resolution:
ummmmemdmmﬂmmmmmpim
mﬂﬂmpmbhmaﬂnnlﬂmﬁyhmﬂumnndﬁmﬂym#hmmdmﬁmnfeﬂnﬁﬁﬁm
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SESSION -1
Theme-I : The dynamics of traditional administration

of Ethnic Societies

THE DYNAMICS OF TRADITIONAL
ADMINISTRATION OF THE KARBIS OF KAMRUP

Fankaj Kr. Kathar

Asstt. Professor, History, Bajali College, Pathsala
Ankur Khataniar

Assti. Professar, History, Rangia Collepe, Rangia

The Karbis are an ethnic tribal group scattered in North-East India with a concentration
in Assam. The Karbis, mentioned as the “Mikir” in the constitution order of the Govemment of
India; but they prefer to call themselves “Karbi® and some times “Arleng’ (means man in Karbi
language). The Karbis belong to greater Mongoloid racial stock., Linguistically they belong to
the Tibeto-Burman group.

The Karbis are divided into three major divisions — Ronghang, Chintong and Amei, More
than these divisions, another division is there in Kamrup (Metro) district of Assam and that is
‘Dumrali’ Karbi. The word Dumra derived from the name of the place Dimarua, In Medieval
period there was a small kingdom named Dimarua, ruled by Karbi Kings. Since then the Karbi
subjects under Karbi rules of Dimarua identified themselves as the Dumra Karhi.

Through this paper we would like to inform about the dynamics of waditional administration
of the Dumrali Karbis or the Karbis of Kamnup (Metro), which is prevelent since the disintegration
of the Dimarua Kingdom in the first quarter of the 1 9 century A.I). The administration of this
section of Karbis have no written documents, it is continuing orally from generation to generations
in Karbi villages of' this area. One important feature of the administration is that many of the
portfolios name and duties are same as the administrative portfolios of Dimarua kings. Under
Dimarua kings ‘Bangthe’, Akklengsar, Bisar etc. were important officials. In present days also
the “Bangthe” is the administration and religious head of a Karbi village in Kamrup and he is
assisted by six other officials including Akklengsar and Bisar. The head male member of the
family who founded a Karbi village automatically becomes *Bangthe'. After his death his
eldest son use to occupy the post of Bangthe. In every Karbi village of Kamrup (Metro)
district, the administrative system is same. Here it is to be noted that administrative system of
the Karbis of Kamrup is different from the administrative system of the Karbis of Karbi Anglong.
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CUSTOMARY LAWS OF THE BODOS
AND ITS PRACTICES AMONG THEM

Shashi Prava Goswami
Baburam Basumatary
Depit. of Political Science, B. H. College, Howly

CumwhmmpmmuumnfﬂmtmﬁnfnmdmiﬂmmLMm
socially numdmﬁhnhichmpkduwwlhwinpmnﬂ contacts. Customary
laws also contribute to the stability of social nrdﬂ.Th:rmulfmapHdmlﬁufmcidI‘rfu.
These are found in all the communities of the world. Hence these are universal in its nature.
hiﬂli&ﬂmmmmhmhﬂﬂﬁrﬁHMﬂdﬁm
sockety do things with it.

Thwghumrlurhmmmimiinmlhrydiﬁzﬁmmnmﬁqmmﬂy
aﬂsﬁmmﬁiﬁy.Emyedrﬁcgmpnrmmmhﬂulum&mhﬂhﬂ,mm '
cﬁhlmuﬁﬁnhﬁlmummduwlaws.ﬁm ethnic group of community can
have a stable society only when the customary laws are adhered to firmly by the members.
Customary hmmmhﬂmﬁdnﬂdumhmlmmm society. These are integral o

vﬁﬂmmrmnﬂ:-mhrnfhmmwhmmdﬂ:hmhuﬁhmﬂdlm
uwﬂuaﬁm.?ﬁrﬂuﬂrhmm@huﬂﬁmmmmhmhmdn
that they have followed.
mmmmmmmwmmmnm
ﬂhﬂm{ﬂuﬁﬂ]hnmﬁuﬁhﬂﬂﬂﬂdnmdﬂulmmmmm
mhﬂuihlinFHmdbEluhgiunuuBmhmfmﬁhmmwﬂﬁwm
which are made to run the society ina mnﬂﬁﬂphﬂ way. They consider their customary
muuﬁmﬂmmmmwﬁmmwmmmw
ﬂmﬁ‘nﬁﬂ.mlhnludmlijmmﬂmﬂ'ﬁﬁ.
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UNDERSTANDING TRADITIONAL ADMINISTRATION
IN A TRIBAL SETTING: A CONTEXTUAL DISCOURSE
ON THE TANGKHUL NAGA TRIBE

Abstracts of Seminar Paper

Dr. Shantanu Chakraborty
Senior Lecturer, Cotton College, Department, Political Science
Barnali Sarmah
Guest Lecturer, B. Borooah College, Deparimeni, Political Science

The administration in the tribal areas is unique in its place. In the past the Nagas had
efficient system of administration. A system where democracy existed in its purest form, have
lasted through centuries which formed an integral part of life among the Nagas. There are as
many as 32 known tribes distributed in the territories of Nagaland state, the hills of Manipur
State, Tirap Frontier in the NEFA, parts of the Cachar Hills and also on the western border of
Burma. Each of the tribes has its own norms and system of administration. Among these tribes,
the Tangkhuls are a major tribe of the Nagas occupying a compact ares of some partions of
Sadar Hills District, eastern Senapati District, the whole of Ukhrul District and north-western
parts of Burma (Myanmar), The formation of the early Tangkhul village states were hased on
the territorial divisions which by the division of village territory became village states. In early
days, every Tangkhul village big or small was an independent state and exercised its independent
power. They also had independent judicial organization, free from intervention of outside forces.
The proposed study attempts o discuss the dynamics of the tribal administration of the Tangkhul
Maga tribe in its historicity and also to understand the continuation of the same in some form or
the other in the midst of the modern system of administration. The paper intends to adopt a
combination of historical, descriptive and analytical methods to arrive at a conclusion on the
research problem.




Dr. Upala Barua

to fociis the impact of customary laws on the gender role
property in the traditional mcieﬂu.ﬂmmfﬁ:muf
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TRADITIONAL VILLAGE COUNCIL: THE KEBANG OF
THE GALOS OF WEST SIANG DISTRICT OF
ARUNACHAL PRADESH AND ITS THEORETICAL
PERSPECTIVE

Pallabi Kachar
Research Scholar, Depte. O Pol. Se, GU

Arunachal Pradesh is an ethnic state inhabited by colourful tribal people of diverse culture
and lifestyle. It is home to heterogeneous ethnic communities and is inhabited by 26 major
tribes and a number of sub-tribes, of which, the Nyishis, Adis, Galos, Noctes, Sherdukpens,
Tagins, Monpas, etc. are the important ones.

According to the 2001 census the total population the total population of Arunachal
Pradesh is 10, 91,117 and has been divided into 16 administered districts. These colourful
tribesmen also have their own customary laws and a time tested resolution mechanism. The
disputes in these societies are resolved by a system of administration of Justice founded on
customs and customary lows of each tribe hy the village council, The idea of right or wrong and
a systemn of penalties for breach of accepted code of conduct are indigenous to their culture,

Through this paper an attempt has been made to highlight the traditional village council
ofthe Galos i.e., the Kebang , also trace its relationship with the Buliang which is the traditional
village council of the Apatanis, which is another major tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. Since the
paper is on traditional village councils, the rale of women would be focused and the theoretical
perspective of the Kebang would be brought to light.

Quite & number of papers have been written by different scholars on the Kebang but no
attempt has been made to see the loopholes of the Kebang in being truly democratic in the
sense that the fairer sex has not been given a true representation in the Kebang, It would be my
sincere effort to actually present this picture whether women have been given equal footing in
the traditional village council, the Kebang.
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SESSION -1
Theme-lI : Economy of Ethnic Societies

ETHNIC FRACTIONALIZATION AND ECONOMIC
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN ASSAM

Md. Shah Alom
Lecturer, Deptt. of Economics, Chamaria Anchalic College.

Assam, the eastern most comer of the Indian subcontinent, is a small corridor between
nﬂtﬂqmmﬂﬂtﬂnﬂmuﬂﬁﬂlﬁahhﬂg{nghmmﬂm

A new dimension of ethnic fractionalization arises when the colonial situation imposed
on the Asomiya middle class a stiff competition from the migrant Bengali middle class in
Assam. The majoritarian politics practiced by ethnic Assamese in multi ethnic and multi cultural
social hase leads unequal development of the minorities and peripherial groups, which ultimately
led to the reorganization of Assam in 1972 along ethnic lines. As the aspiration of ethnic
Assamese to make Assam a “nation province™ remain unfulfilled, elite Assamese feared being
of outmumbered by migrant Bengalis. The old issue of “outsider” was then transferred into a
muore provocative issue of foreigner. Thus, what is known as the refugee/ outsider/ foreigner's
problem in Assam is essentially the rearticulating of an old problem, just as, old wine inan old
bottle but with a new cork.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION OF TRIBAL
POPULATION OF ASSAM WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO MISING COMMUNITY

Nijan Chandra Pegu
Asst.Prof in Economics, B. Borpoah College Guwahati
The Scheduled Tribes who constitute the weakest sections of our society have been
whjﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂcﬂpﬁuimmdmﬂdfmﬁmkmﬁmﬁrmﬂﬁsmfumm
has been largely responsible for their abject poverty, illiteracy and overall backwardness. The
==
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referred to as tribes or tribals, as Scheduled Tribes (STs) who constitute around 12 per cent of
the total population of Assam, according to 2001 population census, Most of the tribal communities
have their own languages different from the language spoken in the state where they are
located .One of the distinguishing features of STs is that the majority of them live in scattered
habitations located in interior, remote, and insccessible hilly and forest areas of the country.
The socio-economic and cultural factors can be outlined as poverty and poor economic conditions,
social customs, cultural ethos, lack of awareness and understanding of the value of formal
education, conflict and gap between the home and school, ete. Studies on educational deprivation
of tribals have inevitably linked it to their poor economic condition and poverty, The main
occupation of tribal's is agriculture, practiced either through shifting cultivation or terrace
cultivation where productivity remains very low. The paper seeks to provide on socio econamic
scenario of tribal population of Assam with special reference to Mising peaple who constitute
17.8 percent of the total ST population and highlights which factors are hinders for socio economic
development of Mising population. The pertaining data will be taking from latest population
data and census data.

ROLE OF MISHING PEOPLE IN THEIR ECONOMY

Mr. Utpal Kalita & Ms. Nabanita Sarmah
R/S of Education, GU

The tribal socicties are extremely closed and isolated societies, living in a compact groups.
Itis true that the tribal societies are relatively bess hierarchic, simple and homogeneous from
the point of view of ethnicity and culture, Such societies with their unigue characteristic features
stand out distinctively from other societies which attract the attention of all of us when we think
of tribes, their societies, culture and their socio-economic development.

As per censis 2001, in all the StatesUnion Territories inhabiting tribals, the agprepation
of scheduled tribes or group of tribes notified together comes to § 2% scheduled tribes. According
to the census 2001, tribal people constitute 12.41% of Assam’s population, in many respect
they lag behind their non-tribal counterparts.

The tribal communities of Assam are traditionally agriculturists, As such their econamy
which is at subsistence level is largely dependent on land. The Mishings are the Second larpest
group of the scheduled tribe (plains) of Assam, Ethnically they are the Mongoloid and belong to
mmmmmmwmmmmmﬂ:mﬂmm
Dhemaji, Sibsagar, Jorhat and Suniqmnﬂﬂxir:tsufﬁ-mmm&mnhm:pﬁmis agriculiure,

.
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The Mishing observe certain religious ceremonies connected with agriculture. Their source of
income fully depend upon paddy cultivation and some other rabi crops like potatto, mustard
seed, banana etc. Domestic animals also suppor some parts of expenditure of the family. Yet
because of their ethnic background and socio-Ocultural traditions- peculiar to them, economic
realities facing the people of Assam affect the Mishings with more negative impact. This paper
will highlight on role played by Mishing people in their economy.

ECONOMIC STATUS OF TIWA WOMEN

Ms. Padma Sarkar
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Economics, B.H College, Howly

%@Etﬁhhﬂi@thmhﬂﬂnfﬂfmwmhmm;mm
district of Assam. The study is mainly confined only with five tribal villages representing the
Tiwa community in the district. In order to find out how far the Tiwa women have empowered
ﬂmnmlmh&upmumg:oﬁmmpmmmmuﬂrmnmhﬁmmﬁmity income,
a field survey is conducted taking 50 houschalds from the randomly selected five villages.
Morigaon is ane of the districts where the sex-ratio is higher than the state level. Data is also
collected from secondary sources, Information regarding economic and demographic status,
level of formal education, occupation and incame level of the househaolds have been collected
through personal interview with the help of structured schedules and questionnaire.

JHUM CULTURE OF TRIBAL SOCIETIES: A THREAT
TO THE LAND RESOURCES

(Queen Sarma
Research and teaching assistant, Krishna kanta Handigui State Open Umiversity

The traditional agricultural activities of some tribal societies have mised some questions
regarding land resources degradation and also biodiversity loss in the Northeast region. The
traditional jhum culture of some tribal groups like Naga, Mizo, Karbi people who believe it tobe
'Lhr.mulufﬁusmdﬁmusnhimhmﬂtdﬂwmﬁtmmnmhﬁpﬁnuﬁm
,mmﬂﬁunﬂhiﬂiuﬁﬁq:m?ilhmguﬂdﬂﬂu“ﬁﬂlqﬂﬁﬂm“aﬁshg
that due to the short time Jhum :ulnutc;r:lﬂﬂwqunliwuﬂmdmmmmdngmdingﬂﬂ
ﬂmmﬁhﬁmhhﬂhﬂylmﬂmﬁh@lﬁsmﬁﬁ&hh&ﬂmﬁmhmlm
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the family and household economy, wormen have not been given equal rights in social, political
and economic fields as well. The necessity of improvement of status of women has already
been recognized all over the world as a most important aspect of national progress and
development. The society of tea garden labour in Assam jsa part of the broader Assamese
society. But this labour community remained, by and large, at a distance from the mainstream
of the socio cultural life of the Assamese society. Though the tea garden labour society 1sa
working class under highly capitalistic industry, usual pattem of industrial environment is not
seen there in the practical field. The paper is trying to highlight the present scenario and also
the stutus of women |abours, who are involved as house wife, as 3 mother and as working
women in 33 (thirty three) tea gardens of Cachar district of Assam,

ROLE OF BODO WOMEN IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF ASSAM
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KAMRUP DISTRICT

Rosy Sarma’', Biju Mani Das®, Meghali Medhi®
Lecturer, L.C.B College, Maligaon
Faculty, Don Bosco College aof Enginerving and Technology, Azara, Guwahati
Lecturer. LC.B College, Maligaon, Giwahati

Assam is a state where different communities are living in united manner. The Bodo
community is one of the largest ethnic communities of Azsam. They are considered as the
original inhabitant of Assam. The Bodos belongs to the Indo Mongoloid ethnic group of Tibeto
-Barma language family. The Bodos are the patriarchal and patriolocal,

The Bodo women plays important role in almost sector from agriculture to animal rearing,
managing houschold activities, weaving, etc, In the present time the Bodo women are coming
forward for self-independence. They are breaking the pre-conceived notion that conventional
women have to be restricted to the four walls of their house. With increase in their education
and awareness level, they involved in various economic activities for not only their livelihood
But also for sustain their families and this also helps to economic development of the nation.

In this regard, the present paper is a modest attempd 1o highlight some of the basic idea
to reflect the socio economic status of Bodo women in Assam with special reference to Kamrup
district through their various economic activities. It is also create the awareness among the
Bodo women 1o generate income in order 1o contribute by them towards the development af
ECONOAT

Key wordy: Bodo community, Bodo women, Economic Develonment, Gensration of

ITEAHIE
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ETHNICITY AMONG THE TEA LABOURS IN ASSAM

Dr. Ranjita Goswami
Asstr. Prof, Deptt. Sanskrit, Arva Vidyapeeth College.

Ethnicity is a natural condition of mankind. It is one of the most widespread ways in
which people declare and affirm their identity. From the ethnic point of view, the people of the
north-east region is divided into two hroad groups, the Caucasoid and the Mongoloid. Hindu
and Mﬂhmmhmwuﬁmﬂmﬁuinmﬂm“ﬁkmmﬂdwhﬂﬂ
the various tribes.

Tea is considered to be the hackbone of Assam's economy. As the colonial power wanted
i consolidate administration, they developed the plantation of tea in Assam. In course of time
number of tea plantations steadily hmmmdnndmﬂﬂd:mnrdkeptgmwingfhﬂugwnuﬂhﬁ

1 nt‘l.nbmnBmﬂumdmuHMIHftdﬁH:dﬁmnﬂuluﬂlhhmm.UrdnmecimumﬂlMs.

g the planters started producing labour from other states of India. The labours were recruited
| P from various culture, linguistic and ethnis heritages, mainly from Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Madhya

c

i

= — B e —

.

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil-Nadu. There arc more than one hundred tribe and caste
eroups that compose the tea labour population in Assam. Although these people have become
U an inseparable part of the society and social milieu in Assam, they are grouped as *Other
RBackward Classes”. To add political dimension the people's representatives from their community
in the legislative assembly and the parlinment also submitted an identical memorandum to the
Prime-Minister in December 2000 AD, where it has been strongly pleaded that the tea-land ex-
iea tribes of Assam should be accorded ST status. The ex-tea labour communities have already
settled permanently in various revente villages and are having a relatively better S0Cio-ceonomic
mﬂﬁmmwmmhunpmmminnmmﬂﬁngﬂu:ﬂmhpmﬂmm
than ignoring them merely by maintaining a political status quo or by ruthless suppression.

STATUS OF WOMEN LABOUR IN THE TEA GARDENS

Librarian, L C B College, Guwahari

e OF ASSAM WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO CACHAR
" DISTRICT

ﬂ-':] Dr. Bibhuti Choudhury

al

Women play a vital role indmamiﬂy.hputﬁunmmmﬂrﬂmlﬁim.m;hﬂ
decisive role in most of the patriarchal society also. Although women's role is very crucial in
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the family and household economy, women have not been given equal rights in social, political
and economic fields as well. The necessity of improvement of status of women has already
been recognized all over the world as a most important aspect of national progress and
development. The society of tea garden labour in Assam isa part of the broader Assamese
society. But this labour community remained, by and large, at a distance from the mainstream
of the socia cultural life of the Assamese society, Though the tes garden labour society isa
working class under highly capitalistic industry, usual pattern of industrial environment is not
seen there in the practical fickd. The paper is trying to highlight the present scenario and also
the status of women labours, who are involved as house wife, a5 a mother and as working
women in 33 (thirty three) tea gardens of Cachar district of Assam.

ROLE OF BODO WOMEN IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF ASSAM
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KAMRUP DISTRICT

Rosy Sarma’, Biju Mani Das’, Meghali Medhi*
Lecturer, L.C.B Callege, Maligaon
Faculty, Don Bosco College of Enginerring and Technology, Azara, Guwahati
Lecturer, L.C B College, Maligaon, Guwahati

Assam is a state where different communities are living in united manner. The Bodo
community is one of the largest ethnic communities of A ssam, They are considered as the
original inhabitant of Assam. The Bodos belongs to the Indo Mongoloid ethnic group of Tibeto
-Barma language family. The Bodos are the patriarchal and patriolocal.

The Bodo women plays important role in akmost seetor from agriculture lo animal rearing,
managing household activities, weaving, cte, In the present time the Bodo women are coming
forward for self-independence. They are breaking the pre-conceived notion that conventional
women have to be restricted 1o the four walls of their house, With increase in their education
and awareness level, they involved in various economic activities for not only their livelihood
but also for sustain their families and this also helps to economic development of the nation.

In this regard, the present paper isa modest attempt to highlight some of the basic idea
to reflect the socio economic status of Bodo women in Assam with special reference to Kamnp
district through their various economic activities. It is also create the awareness among the
Bodo women to generate income in order to contribute by them towards the development of
CCOMOITY.

Key words: Bodo community, Bodo women, Econamic Develapment, Generation of
incone.
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ETHNICITY AMONG THE TEA LABOURS IN ASSAM

D, Ranjita Goswami
Asstt, Prof, Depit, Sanskrit, Arya Vidvapeeth College.

Ethﬁcit}risunﬂwummﬁﬁmnfmmkhﬂ,ltisnn:ufmnmnmwmsqmﬂ.dmysin
nhhhpmphdmhtmdaﬂrmﬂuﬁridmﬁtyfmmmmﬂ:mhnfﬁmﬂwpmphnfm

ﬁmwﬁmumhniir@.ﬁsﬁundﬂMhhﬂﬂamm&EmﬂmgLBM&mm;u
Pradesh, Andhra Frﬂdshdeqmil-Huiu.ThntlrEnmﬂnnunuhtmdmdhibcmdm
groups that compose the tea hhm:mpuhﬁminﬂm.ﬁmwﬂmpmpk have become
an inseparable part of the society and social milieu in Assam, they are grouped as ‘Other
Hﬁmﬂﬂm‘.ﬁﬂdmlﬁmmumhbwmﬁmtﬁmm&
hﬂthﬂiﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬂyﬂdﬂwpﬂﬂimﬂmmmﬂmiMHmhdﬂ
Prime-Minister in Dmunh:rzﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂ.uhmithushunm@yphadﬁddmﬂuh-hrdm-
nm‘buofﬁmﬂmuﬂh:mmﬂadsrm-ﬂ:uwfﬂmrmmmhiHMMy
mhdpumumnhrhmmmmvﬂhmuﬂmhwmguﬂuﬁmyhmﬂmhﬂmmh
condition. Th:gmmmmﬂmﬁdhawapuﬁﬁmmhjnmﬂiﬂngﬂtdmhnﬂim

than ignoring them merely bymﬂnhhlhgapul&hml-m:mnwhynm suppression.

STATUS OF WOMEN LABOUR IN THE TEA GARDENS
OF ASSAM WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO CACHAR
DISTRICT

Dr. Bibhuti Choudhury
Litwarian, L C' B Collepe. Guwatkiati

Women play n vital role in the society. Apant from the matriarchal society, women play s
decisive role in most of the patriarchnl socicty alao, 4 Ithough women's role is very crucial it
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SESSION - I
Socio-Religious & Cultural Practices of Ethnic Societies
with reference to their - Rites & Rituals, Performing Aris

CHANGING TRENDS OF RITES AND RITUALS IN
DHOLBOMA (A Karbi Village)

Manjuls Dutta
Asstt. Professor, Anthropology, Pragiyotish College, Guwahati - 78] 009

The Karbis are an important tribes of North East India. The plain Karbis who have their
habitat in the districts of Nagoan, Sibsagar, Karmup, Darrang have lost many tribal traits. The
cultural preponderance of the neighbouring plain groups and the influence of that culture over
the plain Karbis are unavoidable and their cultural make up present an mportant field of interest
for those who had an interest in studies related to society and culture. This is an attempt to
present an ethnographic study of the Karbis of Dholboma situated in the periphery of greater
Giuwahati, district Kamrup (Metro) of Assam. However, emphasis has been laid more upon the
rites and rituals of Dholbama and its significance in their lives.

It seemed that inhabitants of Dholboma village in an interesting amalgam of conservatism
and change in their entire way of life. They observe many reli gious rites and rituals both
individually and communally to propitiate deities and also in various phases of life. The Karbi
community of Dholboma has their own Karbi religion that throws light upon the social cultural
set up of the community and the undergoing changes. The entire reportire of the rites and
rituals of the Karbis of Dholboma indicate a process of change and acceptance of new elements
that slowly gains currency in a swing of external influence and internal accommodation and
adaptation. The process of aceulturation has been occurring subtly and gradually over the
years to give them their present social and cultural matrix. Traditional animistic way of life
becomes amalgamated with the Assamese Hindu culture swing to the spontaneous first hand
contact of the plain Karbis with the Assamese culture, which leads to the formation of the mix
culture. Many traits of Hindu origin have not only penetrated into the society but also have been
integrated into it. However not all Hindu practice has become a part and parcel of the social-
cultural repertoire.

Thus amalgamation is apparent not only with the traditional Karbi cultural religious elements
and Assamese Hindu elements but also with changing material culture induced by urbanism
and their traditional religious beliefs and practices. They have subject to much social change
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and transformation but at the same time they want to retain their original Karbi identity. Only
time will tell whether they would be able to retain their cultural identity in the face of the impact
of external forces and eroding influence of time or be swept away with time and lost the legacy
of their forefathers.

A STUDY ON RITES AND RITUALS OF TIWAS

Jupita Patar
Asst. Professor, Dept. Hindi, Pandu College

The Tiwa Community is one of the most important ethnic tribes of Assam with their
distinetive socio economic and other traits. The pocket arcas of Tiwas are mostly in Morigaon,
Mogaon, Karbi Anglong districts of Assam. Generally the Tiwas are concentrated in hills and
wlain areas. The hills Tiwas are retaining their traditional language and culture in comparison 1o
plain Tiwas. Like other ethnic tribes of Assam agriculture is the main base of Tiwas.

A ritual has been defined as the formal acting out of a ceremony usually repeated in
exactly the same wary on specified occasions, There are full of rites and rituals in the life of the
Tiwas (both hills and plain). In this paper an attempt has been made to highlight the rites and

'm:lmﬂ'mmnmunit}um;ﬂpﬂwillspncilll}rfumutr:ﬁnn[swhinhmmﬂimdshu

the time immemiorial and are still in practice in a systematic way with head wise categories.

BIRKILUT-A PURIFICATION CEREMONY AND ITS
ROLE IN THE LIFE OF THE KARBIS OF KAMRUP
DISTRICT

. Anamika Gogoi Duarah
Assivant Professor. Dept Of Anthropology, Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati-16

Purification as & socio-religios practice leads to an imponderable man's mental
satisfaction It may be individual or institutional Most of the institutional purificatory practices
are found in the form of customary rituals. The customary purification rituals are one of the
integral part of the socio-cultural and religios life of the tribes of North East India.Birkilut is
such a form of institutional purification ceremony of the Karbis of the KammupDistrict.It is such
a phenomenal m:ﬁn:wﬁ:hiumm#hirmnﬂuﬁduﬂ\ rites of the people Infact
it is closely connected with the cyclic rites of the Karbis of the are concerned. The beliel
related to this practice is too deeply rooted to to ignore.

—fd -



Abstracts of Seminar Paper

FOOD AND DRINKS OF THE DIMASA PEOPLE:
A BRIEF OBSERVATION

Dr. Tridib Kr Goswami
Lecturer, Depit.of English, Batadraba 855 College, Nagaon, Assam, India

The Dimasa-Kachari or the Dimasa is one of the significant tribes of Assam. Although
- they mainly [ive in the North Cachar Hills District, they are also found living in places like the
Karbi-Anglong, Cachar and the Southern part of Magaon District
There is no differnce between the food habit of the Dimasa, Kachari and the other
Assamese people of Assam. Rice is their chief food and they prepare cakes from it They like
meat, dried fish and different types of vegetables. They drink tea without milk. They are fond of
eating fruits like banana, Qrange, PUava, mango, papaya eic,
The Dimasa people drink home made wine and they feel pleasure offrering this wine to
their guest. This wine is known as Joo and jumai which are preparcd from Arai Bara and Baireng

nee.,

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS OF BODOS - AN APPRAISAL

Dr. Hiran Sarmah
Depit. of Sanskrit, Gawhati Llniversity

T'he word religion, used interchangeably with faith or belief. is a cultural system that
creates powerful and long lasting meaning by establishing symbaols that relate humanity o
truths and values. It tends to derive morality, ethics, religious laws ora preferred life-style from

- their ideas about the cosmos and human nature. Religious belief usually relates to the existence,
nature and worship of a deity or deities and divine involvement in the universe and human life,
It may also relate to values and practices transmitisd by a spiritual leader. The traditional
religion of the tribals of the north east India has some specific characteristics, Religion AMong
the tribals is basically a community religion which permeate all aspects of life, Another
characteristic of the religion of the tribals is that it does not have any sacred scripture or
scriptures like the other religions nor they have any historical founder or founders. The Bodas
of Assam have a rich tradition of festivals which can be classified as religious and seasonal,
both being closely related to agriculture, Among the traditional religious festivals of Bodos the
Kherai, Garja and Marai can be mentioned which are associated with the Bathow worship.
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Lord Siva occupies a prominent place in the religion of the Bodos. The religious tradition of the
Bodos have some uniqueness and the paper is an attempt io highlight the special features of the
Same.

PATI RABHA AND THEIR PERFORMING ART FORMS

Manoranjan Kalita

Every human being is a member of the society, and more then it, every human being
depuukhaﬂhhaudﬂﬂlvhﬁmhw,ﬂnﬂ'ﬂmhcfmm-lmdﬂmm
and culture. Pati Rabha is also the sub-class of the Rabha tribe. S0, in this paper | shall iry to
hi@lighmnnﬁgmumwhﬁﬂnhhuﬂﬂmirp:rfmmingmﬁm&

Pﬁ!ﬂﬂahﬂ#mﬁhﬁﬁﬂtmm.ﬂﬂmmmu{ﬂtﬂmm
&nﬂynfﬁmyﬂﬂud&m“ﬁmmﬂndn-ﬁmmimhhn,ﬁmm%w—ﬁbm
Lanugage family. Though the Rbhas are living in different parts of Eastern India, yet their
uﬁnﬂumﬂynmﬁmdinmmufmmlwhhmﬁﬁddmﬂnm
Darrang, Dhuburi and Garo hills of Meghalaya.

The Rabhas are Rich in:.ultnrebulmmynfﬁmtulnmiclmmmﬂnlhu verse of
mhmim&nmhﬂnfmﬁwmplhathnudmhemddmdmmﬁufm
Pati Rabhas are found in the Dakshin Kul , i . from Rani to Dudhnoi and in Darrang. Pati
Rﬂuhlwdm&mmhm.ﬂpunhﬂwth:hﬂduinﬁg&nlhwhﬂthﬂmuuf
Assamese, which is now known as Rabhamese.

hﬁRﬂhuwmmypuﬂrminnmfmmTh}'m—HlpjuLBdmngi,Hmn
Ghora, Maroi pujar niritya geet, Bhari gan, Hana ghora, etc. .

In the e-era it is very hunmthprﬁuﬂuﬁtpuﬁnnhgmfmunfﬂuhﬁmﬂm.

UPAR TEPECHIA NC :
A CASE STUDY OF A KARBI VILLAGE

Dr. Anita Bhagabati
Dr. Nilima Deka
Depit of Education, LCEB College

Karbis are the ethnic tribal community of the Karbi Anglong district in Assam, a district
administered as per the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India having an autonomous
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district of their own since | 7 November, 1951 . Besides the Karbi Anglong district, the Karbi
inhabited arcas include North Cachar Hills, Kamrup, Morigaon districts, Nagaon, Giolaghat,
Karimganj, Sonitpur and Lakhimpur districts of Assam, a part of Arunachal Pradesh, favantia
Hills, Ri Bhoi and East Khasi Hills district of Meghalays and Dimapur district in Nagaland.
Racially, Karbis belong io &:Iingcﬂni:lmmdﬁnglﬁﬂicallyﬂm}r belong to the Tibeto-
hmm%:mhhﬂumﬂimmdmmﬂﬂpﬁlﬂm census, the Karbis
constitute the thied largest tribal community in Assam after Bodos and Mizhings,

The present study confines to a case study of a Karbi village, namely *Upar Tepechia
NC” in Sonapur Revenoe circle. The main objective of the study i5 to find out the social,
economic, religious practices and the culture of Karbi inhabitants in the area. It envisages to
highlight their prevailing customs and traditions, foliclore and beliefs practised by them., The
study also tries to find out the level of education amongst the tribe.

MANASA-PUJA: AS A TRADITIONAL RITE OF
ETHNIC SOCIETIES IN ASSAM

Dr. Jagadish Sarma
Asst. Profexssor, Dept, of Sanskrit, Gauhati Uimiversity

Manasa-puja is a celebrated religious rite of ethnic socicties in Assam. It is not a folk
culture because it is performed by some traditional ritualistic form and practice. From time
immemorial, people were aware of the Iﬂimi:h&uwufm:.TngetrHufﬂzispniM
element; they tried to worship the shake with a form of Manasa Goddess. Manasa is the
institutional goddess of the snake-cult, Manasa i5 stated as the mother of snake-race, daughter
of lord Siva, sister of Vasuki, wife of Jaratkary ete. In Assam, places like Kamrup, Nalbari,
Mangaldoi, Goalpara, Kokrajhar ete. are habituated with this Manasa Puja. In ancient Assam,
the concept of snake Goddess Manasa was appeared in between 10 1o 13* century A.D,
according to some celebrated scholars. The Manasa-rite related forermost literature in Assamese
was writien by Mankar in between 10 to 16" century A_D. in form of * Manasa-Kavya'. In

mﬂmﬁ.mﬂnmm;mEMimmmm,smmm-
social elements of nature (mari-marak etc.), that is why she is known as Maroi. Maroi is a
popular name in the Assamese society.

Tluplmpap:riumudmamnwlu ﬁxmmmiﬁuufmmnfhiﬂmn-pq]au
a celebrated rite of ethnic societies in Assam,
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THE WITCHCRAFT AS A SOCIAL EVIL PRACTICE IN
BODO ETHNIC SOCIETY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

Bmliis-nhmndmﬂ!hnn}nnﬁngnfmh used in evil pmpumnlm,'mncﬁl person
lcarns the evil mantra and huunmwitchﬁiﬂmnimluﬂndn language) to fulfill his'her

su person is detected und:rﬂ'n:rmwmdmistabummumuﬂ involvement and
pmﬂﬂmdmmiyurkﬂhﬂhyﬂmemgbdgtmps.

TMpmmimmdhunﬁngnfﬁmhulﬁmmmpmwﬂhgiukqhijlwdiyﬂmm
ﬂuBnﬂmshmlmm.lﬁsmﬂithmmhgmwumyﬁﬁhﬂmm
1o loss of many human lives. The suspected persons are killed in cold blood on the simple
findings of predictor, thereby leading to gross violation of human rights. In contemporary
pm‘iﬂinmnfdwpmplﬂmsidﬂ itﬂnmptﬂiﬁﬂnnﬂmmdimmﬂimnfmm.

The prime objective of this paper is to encourage the society 1o eliminate the witcherafl
pmr.:ﬁuausupuniﬁnu-

Hope this paper will serve the purpose to fulfill the above said objective.
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
THE BODO KACHARIS WITH REFERENCE TO THEIR
RITES, RITUALS AND PERFORMING ARTS

| . Jini Rani Boro
Asst. Professor, Depti. of History, R G Baruah College, Guwahati |

' - Of the many tribes of Assam, the Kacharis miay perhaps be described as the aborigines,
or the earliest known inhabitants of the Brahmaputra Valley. The Kacharis-are distributed all
over the state. They have several sub-divisions. The Dimasas are concentrated in North Cachar
hills. The Sonowals, Thangals and Jharuas are scattersd throughout Upper Assam. The Kacharis
of lower and middle A ssam are very often referred to as the Bodo Kacharis or simply Bodos,
The Bodos form one of the most important tribal groups of Assam and are recognized as a |
plains tribe in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian constitution. The present paper focuses an the
socio-religious and cultural practices of the Bodo Kacharis of Assam. They have unique social
customs which gets reflected in their daily chores of life as in the rituals associated with hirth,
marriage and death. By and large, Bodos practice Bathouism which is a form of worshipping
the guardian of the family interests and well-being, the siju plant is generally taken as the
symbol of Bathou. In recent years, however, Bodos are also seen practicing Hinduism and
Christianity. Interestingly, there is no authorized priestly class among the Kacharis and Brahmins
are rarely employed in their religious ceremonies. They also have a rich cultural heritage of
testivals which includes various forms of folk dances as well. The festivals and ceremonies of
the Bodos are broadly classified in the form of religious and seasonal fiestivals and are mistly
related 1o agriculture. Among the dances Bagarumba, Deodhani and Khersi are the mast popalar,
These dances are usually performed during the religious ceremonies and festivals 1o the
accompaniment of musical instruments like siphung, khawang, kham, serja, tharkha ete. Weaving
is another integral part of the Bodo culture and most women weave their own Doklnas (the
traditiona! dress of the Bodo women). The Bodos are also expert crfismen in bamboo products,
Despite their rich tradition and cultural heritage, the Bodos have been relegated to the marging
in the metanarrative of history. Serious and concerted efforts must therefore be miade to help
such ethnic societies as the Bodo Kacharis to occupy their nightful place in the national
mainstrear, and thereby preserve their socio-religious and cultural practices,
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
KARBI PEOPLE IN DIMORIA UNDER KAMRUP
DISTRICT (METRO) OF ASSAM, INDIA

Dharma Ram Deka® and Doli Thakuria®

I. Department of Geography, Sonapur College, Sonapur-782402, dssam, india
2. Deparimeni of Education, Senapur College, Sonapur-782402, Assam, ladia

The Kachi peoples are one of the major ethnic groups of Assam. Presently they are
found in Karbi Anglong district, North Cachar Hills, Kamrap, Nagaon, Marigaon and Sonitpar
district of Assam, Besides, they are extensively found in Ri-Bheoi district of Meghalaya. Racially
fhe Karbi belong to the Mongoloid group and linguistically they belong to the Tibeto-Burman
group. In the constitution of India they are mentioned as Mikir but they call themselves as
Karbi. Regionally the Karbis are divided into three major groups, namely, Chinthong, Ronghang
and Amri. Those who live in the plains districts are called *Dumarali”. A large number of Karbi
people are found in Dimoria under Kamrup district (Metro) of Assam. With the Karbi people of
Drimona a little Kingdom was constituted in the past which was known as *Dimorua’ inmedieval
erd. [he ‘Dimorua’ or *Domorn” is presently known as Dimoria. The King Arimatta in the 13
century is supposed to be the first King of the Kingdom and Rani Ikon Kowari was the last
queen of the royal dynasty, who was died in 1986 on 17 December, The present king of the
Kingdom is Mr. Hali singh Ronghang, who was re-instead as the 23 king of Dimoria in 1990,
who is still living at Bangfor village, Dimoria is rich in variety of caste and community and their
mixed culture. In this study we try to emphasize the various socio-religious and cultural practices
of the Karbi people living in Dimoria and their status.

Keywords: Mongoloid Tiheto-Burman, Dimorua.

OJA-PALI: REVIEWING THE PROSPECTS OF
SECOND EXISTENCE!

Pradyumna Sarma
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Nalbari Callege, Nalbari, Assam, India

The proposed paper is & blend of two ideas. The first part deals with the thematic
concepl of Ofa-Pali, which once was one of the most prolific performing an forms of Assam,
particularly in the lower Brahmaputra Valley. The second part concentrates on the avenues of
revitalization of this presently obsolete art form. The key focus of this paper lies in this second
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part where an attempt has been made to find out the causes of the decaying state of Oja-Pali
and a few pragmatic suggestions have been made for its so-called second existence.
Key words: Oja-Pali, second existerce, performing an, revitalization

THE CULTURAL INTELLIGENCE OF TRIBAL
STUDENTS

Dr. R R Talukdar' Miss K. Goswami’
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Gauhati University
Cruest Lecturer, Department of Psychology, Gauhati University

The present study aimed at exploring the cultural intelligence of tribal students of Assam,
The study explored the concept of cultural intelligence among the students belonging to various
tribes. The study included the concept of cultural intelligence as it is related 1o the issue of
cultural. Human beings are social animal. No one can live without being in a society. Every
person belongs to particular social group and each group has its own rules, customs, rituals
which as a whole defined the culture of that group. Each person carries these characteristics
of culture with him/her to the outer world. Today's in the arena of globalization, we meet people
from various culture h&ymﬁylikmdiﬂﬁmmﬁuﬂnimufmmmmwhdgu
about other culture is important for adjustment in the world out of one's own group. Cultural
mﬂlgﬁmmlt:dmltymmmmmﬂmdmﬂﬂ:ahﬁwmﬂm:n Truitful collaboration
n situation where cultural differences play a role. It involves the ability to act in an appropriate
way in multicultural situations coupled with the ability to have an open mind which admits new
information and is curious about difference, Tribal groups are important for the ethnic identity
they have, cach one shows a variety of cultural heritage. Specifically in Assam, which isa
homeland of various tribes, it is important to know their cultural intelligence because they have
to interact with non-tribal communities, Tribal Students of college and university level are now
living and working with nontribal people in day to day life. So it is important to know about their
cultural intelfigence. It was hypothesized in the present study that cultural intellipence will be
high on various dimensions of the tribal students and there will be difference with nontribal
students. The sample consists of 30 tribal and 30 nontribal students residing at Guwahati and
perusing their higher education in different colleges and at Guwahati University. The cultural
hlﬁgﬂﬂﬂhhﬂ@dby&mn&ngﬂﬂhﬁmnﬂﬂmﬂﬂhdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂq:ﬂimh
was used mmmdwmmmmﬂm&chﬂ’mmwucm
using - test for entire sample and comparison was made between tribal and nontribal group.
The results and finding will be discussed in detail in the full paper.
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
RABHA SOCITIES, WITH REFERENCE TO THEIR
RITES, RITUALS AND PERFORMING ARTS'.

Dr. Anima Dutta
MN.C. Balika Mahavidyalaya, Nalbari, Aszsam

The Rabahas are one of the major scheduled tribes of the Indian territory. The Rabhas
belong to Indo-Mongoloid group of people and have similarities with other members of Bodo
gmpm:huﬂam,ﬁnclmri. Mmhﬁmhﬂajmgmﬁuum.ﬂ;mﬁmﬂ.&mn,ﬂmn Rabha
tribes also are found in other state of India like West Bengal, Maghalaya, Arunachal, Nepal,
Bhutan etc.

In the state of Assam itself the concentration of these Rabha tribes are namely Goalpara
and Kamrup districts. In West Bengal the tribal group -« scattered in and around Cooch Behar
and Jalpaiguri district. A major part of the Rabha tribes are centred around in several parts of
Diooars region.

This tribal community is divided into several groups \iz-Pati, Rangdani, Maitori, Dahari,
Koch, Shonga, Bitliya elc, Each group consists of several exogamous clans, termed as Bar or
o Barai. Two or more bars are united to form a lineage called Hur or Huri. Hur is cxogamous.
The Bar is matrilineal. But the Rabha residence is pairilocal, The Father is the head. [tappears
that the Rabhas are in transition from matriarchy to patriarchy.

The Rabha tribe has excelled in the cultural heritage, ns has been displayed in its YRTIOUS
aspects. Apart from Practicing animistic rituals, the Rabha people follow a distinet belief which
is an amalgamation of the Hindu and animistic rituals and customs.

Like each ribal group, Rabha tribal community has a distinciness that makes them separale
{rom others.

“The main purpose of the paper is 1o make an elaborate study on Rabha community, The
present paper is mainly concemned with secondary data only.
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Hira Bala Das
Hindi Department, Assistant Frofessor, Lalit Chandra Bharali College

Bodo tribe is considered as the carliest immigrants in Assam and are said to be the most
culturally rich community of state, Bodo tribes are primarily cultivators and found in several
places of Assam. These Bodo tribes are amangst the primitive settlers of the val ley of Assam.
Bodo tribal peaple speak Bodo language, which has been derived from famous Tibeto-Burmese
language family. For writing, majority of these Bodo tribes ofthe primitive ages make use of
the Roman Script and as a recent phenomenon, this Bodo trihal community has taken up the
Nagari script. Bodo population is known for their rich and diverse culture, Like many of the
tribal communities, Bodo people have an inclination towsards religion and spiritualism. A sizahie
portion of the Bodos are Hindus, some are Christian while some others practice Bathousim, In
the ancient years, Bodo tribes fete their ancestors, However, in the contemporary period, these
Bodo tribes have undertaken the diverse practices like Bathouism is 3 special type of worship
of progenitors, better known as obongaloree,

In this paper I want 1o focus religious and spiritual and aspects of the Bodo people,

RITES OF PASSAGE IN A PLAINS TRIBAL
COMMUNITY OF ASSAM:
THE CASE OF THE PATI RABHAS

Monmee Sonowal
Assistant Professor, Depr, of Amthropology, Arya Fidvapeeth Collese, Guwahati-16
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wmmmmmwﬂﬁmmmwm
m‘:umn&mmhdw!ﬁ:qthafﬂmmhiﬂml.lnumufanﬁmpﬂhy‘ﬁ classic works.
Arnold Van Gennep analysed the rites of passage that help individuals through the cruicial
crises of their lives, such as birth, puberty, marriage, parenthood, advancement to a higher
calss, n:i:umﬁunaiapmill‘mﬁmmddmh-m found it useful to divide ceremonies for all
umsnliruﬁminmmnﬂumﬂngﬁzﬂepma&ﬁmmmﬂmuﬂimmpwﬂm.ﬂ:kdhﬁdm
nuddﬁstheﬁumﬂymmdﬁumﬂ::miﬂyasanh}h,ﬂmisnuudﬁﬂ period and finally
incorporated back into society in his or her new status. Human beings does not become a
member of his socicty merely by being born. He has to be formally accepted inot it. The
attainment of social adulthood is marked by ritual, as are marriage and death and one of the
effect of mortuary rite is to establish the status of the dead persons as an anceslor.
hnmgnmﬁnfﬂtmdﬂiﬂufﬂmwmﬁ,uupuﬁmmmufﬁmhmﬁrﬁmﬂm
mtfumﬂm:laﬂﬂmumm]atndiﬂmuiirnpmaﬂmgﬂindtulimnﬁrﬂhfi:lmhnmh as at
hir&uﬁmamwmm&umﬁﬂmﬂnﬂﬁm,m twi persons unite and at death,
mamhm.amkwdmmmamﬂymmmﬂmm
despite cultural variations. This paper describes the different rituals performed
h’,'rllnl’arithhas,u‘mnfﬁ:m:jmphimm’h:nfﬁmhmﬂmﬁmwi&wﬁmuﬂiﬁ.m
paper is based on field work conducted in different villages of Rani area.

THE SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL
PRACTICES OF DIMASAS OF DIMA HASAO
DISTRICT WITH REFERENCE TO THEIR RITES,
RITUALS AND PERFORMING ARTS

Jonali Das
Assistami Professar (Sr), Maibang Degree College
; Dulumoni Sarma
Assistant Professor, Arya Vidyapeeth College

Assam isan anthropological musetsm containing many culturyl and socio- religouns groups
of people. Assam has 8 rich legacy of culture and civilization conjured by name. Being ine
homeland of different mces of men, Austrict, Dravidian, Mongolian and Aryan that came 10
dwell in her hills and valleys at different time since remote antiquity. Assam has developed a
compaosite culture of variegated color Populardy known os the ethnological museum of India
Assarn has been described as a mini Indin, having a rich and diverse cultural heritage
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Mwmmdmmbhﬁmuﬂmmwnhmufﬁem
beautiful hill district of Assam, The Dimasas constitute an important cthnie group in the

“Dimasa”literally means the children or decendants of a big river.In Dimasa the word Di
mml&.mmmmﬁgmﬂum&msdﬂﬁnwmmmmm
generally consists of the head of the Flmiljdlisniﬁ:.ﬂmirmltmrindmmuddluglmmdﬂ:e
unmarried brothers and sisters of the head of the family. The Dimasas have 40 male clans
called SENGPHONG and 42 female clans called JULU or JADDI . The existence of female
clans along with the male clans is the mast outstanding feature of the social life of the Dimasas.,
Like the other tribes, the Dimasas have also the bachelor’s dommitory called NODRUNG The
Dimasas are a culturally rich tribe and they can be proud of their cultural heritage. The remains
of the palatial buildings, gateways, ramparts, pillars and numerous temples show clearly the
state of cultural development of the Dimasas. The Dimasas consider themselves to be Hindus
although they have their traditional gods and goddesses. The whole Dimasa kingdom in the
bygone days was divided into | 2 religious areas called DAIKHO.

The present study is an attempt to focus the socio-religious and cultural practices of
the Dimasas by using the Descriptive Method. In this study only the secondary data would
be utilized from different sources. The study will be based on both previous records and
mmuhmmmmnmhmnmunmmﬂmﬂns,mhﬁmﬁmm

SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
ETHNIC SOCIETIES WITH A SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO THE RITES AND RITUALS OF THE BODO TRIBE

Dr. Lily Goswami
Asxistant Professor, Dept of Political Science.
S.B.Deorah College, Ulubari, Guwahati - 781007

The north eastemn region of India is notonly geographically isolated but also culturally
somehow unique comparing to the ather pants of the country. This region is the home land of
hrgzmhﬁmw%uf%:ﬂmkaﬁlﬂhmhﬁgdiﬁﬁtyhﬂu&mhmﬁgim
and cultural heritages and also in their languages. They retain their own myths connected with
their specific religious beliefs and rituals. The more prominent communities of Assam are the
Bodos, rabhas, Missings, Tiwas, Sonowals and Deories in the plain and Karbis and Dimasas in
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the hills. Islamic culture is also another component of the culture of this region and their
mﬂﬂhﬁmm{hﬂmmuﬁilﬁm:hﬂﬁghﬂuﬂndﬂrﬂlifﬂnﬂmsw
Thtiduhufﬂmtrihﬁnfmﬂhmhmilm established on the basis of their cultural
vmﬁ.ﬁ:puimdpmmuuﬂﬁwsmdumlpmmmﬁﬁHhmwnlymnﬁMﬂmms
mhmﬂmmmmwmmmmmnmwmﬁm
pnoplcar:dﬁ‘rglwdclﬂrlymmmhhwmumh.ﬂmmﬁnmmnfﬁm
the different mmmiﬁﬂllvinghﬂwnmﬁmﬂmgiﬂn with their ethnic diversities present
m@umﬂmmmﬁmﬂmﬂnﬂiﬂﬂhﬂmﬁm.mﬂnwmﬁﬁmﬂw&un‘qm
traditional upeﬁmmt}#nmlmmmmhgﬂhrﬂmirdwelupmmﬂdmmﬂm
Therefore, they are claiming for having their own distinct identity which have resulted war,
violence and insecurity among them.
Euf-nism:upimdmauih&hyﬂitmnsﬁmﬂunﬂfhﬂi&nﬁnhhelm@mhw
m.hﬂ#m&ﬁmhmﬂmmmmwmmﬂh
diversified culture. They have their own dresses, food habits, housc patterns, methods of
phmmmmgmmﬁMmm‘mlwmmm&mmﬁmhm. In spite of
hﬂimﬂimuﬁmnfﬁmirm&&su{hﬂmismﬂﬁmmnﬂim‘npﬂﬂwmﬂﬂminﬂuml:l:n:rf
ghha]inﬁmwmhnummdnfmmmﬂﬂﬁnh lyas created problem in the nation
building process.
Th:mfm.'mmwwhmnfmﬂmlmmmispwﬁﬂwmfmﬁmmw
religious and cultural rites nndriuuhn[dzcﬂ-ndunihcnfﬂ-:m:ﬂtuﬁmg‘mn.

AN ANALYTICAL ANALYSIS OF PERFORMING ARTS
OF SONOWAL KACHARI

Dr. Biva Rani Pathak Bhuyan
Jissociate Professor, Depit. of Assamese, § B Deorah College, Ulubari, Ghy - 7

Morth East India isa lmdufuﬁmm:ﬂmiap-nqﬁ.thimﬁutnmnhmﬂhd
(hat the cthnie groups migrated from China and Burma. Most of the ethnic people of North
EaﬂhlthmmhiduﬂﬁﬂrﬂuHm.Mﬂnﬁpmphmdmﬂmﬂmﬂlmﬁmm
Assam ai first. Khasi people are ﬂm&sﬂﬂﬂaﬂlﬂfﬁmﬂﬂiﬂeﬁﬂ 1000 A. D. the peaple of
Mongoloid rce had come 10 Assam from China.
mﬁ;ﬂmmwmmmwmﬂmmm
mmm.auufmummmmﬁd race.
ﬂ:tnfllunmtﬁ:mmi:ywpmfm is Sonowal Kachari. They live in Lipper
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Ammnﬁnhrhﬂﬂ:nmhmw[ﬂmrqﬁuﬁhﬁraﬂwm
They are found in Nagalund and Arunachal Pradesh also,

Sonowal Kﬁdﬂﬁismmgnhﬂduuﬂmhﬁ:mhhyﬂmmmﬁnnnﬂndh. It is the
Ih&dllurpﬂxhnduhtrﬂrnfﬁm.mwmmww s near about 5 (five)

They have an unique, imunwihh.ﬁnimuﬁdlndﬁdimhn.mmuwimﬂm
and rituals; food habits: social customs; construction method of home; agriculture system:
clothes making procedure; design of ‘nrr:,ﬂrnumummdm:nsmm.The}rmmyﬁ:h
in performing arts also. They have own oral songs, musical instruments and dances such as
H}ﬂmgm'ityml-lngmnﬂm Bahuwa nritya. Huchari geet, Bihu nam., Lakhimee sabahar
nam etc. From this performing arts it can be establishad that they have their own identity,

The colourful and rich Assamese culture consists of the elements of various ethnic and
non-ethnic groups. To enlighten the Assamese culture, it is very much necessary to study the
material culture, oral literature, social custom as well as performing arts of various ethnic

BIRKILUT-A PURIFICATION CEREMONY AND ITS
ROLE IN THE LIFE OF THE KARBIS OF KAMRUP
DISTRICT '

Anamika Gogoi Duarah
Assistant Professor, Depit, af Anthropology
Arya Fidvapeeth College, Guwahati-16

the form of customary rituals, The customary purification rituals are one of the integral part of
ﬂumiwuhmﬂmmligimﬂmufﬂmﬁhﬂufﬂmﬁmhﬁa, Birkilut is such a form of

mﬂmmmnmmhmwmmnEMaml

connected with the cyclic rites of the Karbis of the are concerned. The belief related to this
practice is too deeply rooted to to ignore.
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FOOD AND DRINKS OF THE DIMASA PEOPLE:
A BRIEF OBSERVATION

Goswami
Lecturer. Deptt. of English, Batadraba S.5.5. Collge, Nagaon

The Dimasa-Kachari or the Dimasa is one of the &iglliﬁcﬂh{hﬁufhﬂﬂn.ﬁllhmnh
ﬂ:qrmuinlyiiveinﬂtHﬂﬂﬂndlnriﬂﬂsﬂiﬂﬁchﬁ!ymnlmfmmdlhdnghphmaﬁkﬂh:

There is no differnce between the food habit of the Dimasa, Kachari and the other
Assamese people of Assam. Rice is their chief food and they prepare cakes from it. They like
nwﬂ.driﬁdﬁdlmﬂdiﬁnhﬂtﬂﬁufwguhb.ﬂﬂdir&mwﬁhmlmﬂhﬁmymfmﬂnf
umgﬁﬁuﬁkfmnﬂwmgﬂmﬂm.

The Dimasa people drink home made wine and they feel pleasune offrering this wine to
ﬂmtgmmswhmhhwnujmmmmkhmmmd from Arai,Bara and Baireng
rice.

WITCH HUNTING AND HUMAN SECURITY
OF THE TRIBES OF ASSAM

Dir. Charu Das
Arya Vidvapeeth College, Guwahati-781 016 (Assam)

Though it seems unbelievable, it is the fact in this period ufglnhuliﬂﬁm.wil:hhmﬂngis
still going on among different tribes of assam due to their belief in some superstitions. Very
frequently we are getling news in NEWs papers and television on witch hunting.

At least 300 people have been killed by rural mobs in the past five years for allegedly
practicing witcherafl in Assam and Tripura.

memﬁllhgshwm&tmmkdmmnﬁghmfmam"mﬁﬂm
an elderly Rabha tribal woman and a frontline rights campaigner.

But the state police do not register witch-hunt deaths and assaults separately; instead
these are treated as routing cases of ‘murder” or “attempt 1o murder’, Moreover, instances of
umﬂﬂnnﬂgqmﬂﬁims&mnnii@tmnﬂmmﬂuﬂyﬂmmmuh&ng
bndﬂyhumm-dnwnmmd. Iti;ﬂrmfm:hnpm“hthllthtﬁrnuﬁuumd:nmﬁmnf
persons who have been killed due to suspicion of practicing black magic or witch craft.
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Ahgﬁmﬂtiumhghnmhmm&hhmﬂaghddmnhdumRmﬂmhﬂqnhg
mare camplex. Originally, incidents were limited to tribes meting out public punishments to
those charged wilhp‘miﬂugbh:knugimﬁdly. wh:hhmuing:mnﬂmmht:mwmul
ﬁwhy.g-hﬁngmurhﬂ.mdndmdiﬁimmW from mere superstition. There
hahnnmﬂuﬁiuhgdumhdmmﬂy+mﬁmuyﬂnm tnking advantages of

the district were buried by the locals, on the suspicion of witcheraft.

The meaning of the term security in common parlance is the “freedom or protection
from danger of worry”, * mu.nmhkmﬁ:-mmuﬂﬁtynﬁmm}q person, thing of
value, etc.” To be secure is ‘not feeling worry’, “not likely to be lost or to fail’, ‘certain’,
‘guarantee’, 'nfe‘mﬂ‘i:ﬂm:d'jmm}rismhnpmmmh!rmﬁm It is & multidimensional
Mnﬂmnpr{shgemﬂaingﬁ'umdcﬁnmmmityﬂfam;rmhﬂnm Security.

But we have seen that such explanations about human security are meaningless to the
sections of people among the ethnic tribes who are the vietims of the superstitious beliefs like
beliefin witcheraft,

Because the low socio-economic status of this tribes and communities in the state i5
major reason why such practices continue. va:rﬂunamﬁimuﬁdu:mudpﬁqitin this
tribes and communities still beliefs such superstition like the existence of witches, Also, some
kind of religious practices have been attached to the belief, it becomes difficult for outside
agencies or individuals to intervene in such situations and motivate them against such social
evils,
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
NAGA IN ASSAM

Mirs. Dipanjali Haloi
Assistant Professor, Pandu College, Ghy-12

Assam is the land of diverse ethnicity, starting from Mongoloid, Tibeto-burmese,
Aryan, Dravidian. As far as the recognised history confirms, Nagas in these areas descends
from Indo-Mongoloid family. Originally nagas resided in South-west China. While its main
body migrated to Burma, Malaysia and Indonesia,it has sent a side stream into the hills of
Assam. Naga is a generic term which is applied to several clusters of tribal groups inhabiting
the states of Nagaland, Manipur, South eastern Arunachal Pradesh and Eastern Assam, in the
north eastern region of India. The fourteen major Naga tribes are the Angami, Ao, Chakhesang,
Chang, Khemungan, Konyak, Lotha, Phom, Pochury, Rengma, Sangtam, Sema, Yimchunger
and Zeliang. Each tribe has its own specific language and culture. There is no caste system
among the Magas or anyone of the non-Maga tribes. But each of the Naga tribes is divided into
several or as many as twenty clans. Clans are mainly based on forefathers or such other things
by which one group of people is differentiated from others. The bigger the tribe, the more is the
number of clans.In this paper, attempts are made to know the socio, religious and cultural
practices of Naga in Assam. Secondary sources are used for the study.

BODO COMMUNITY-AN OVERVIEW OF THEIR
CULTURAL PRACTICES

Arpita Sharma Nath
Lecturer, Gauhati Commerce College, Grwahati

Bodo culture, a part and parcel of the [ndo-Mongoloid culture, is rich and multi faceted.
It has influenced the Aryan culture especially in the north-east. For a long time, Bodos have
been farmers, with a strong tradition of fishing, keeping poultry, piggery, rice and jute cultivation
and betel nut plantation, The Bodos also cultivate mustard and corn. They make their own
traditional attire. In recent decades, they have been influenced by social reforms under Brahma
Dharma, Assamese Sarania, slam and the speead of Christianity, The Bodo linguistic ethnic
group amived the carliest and setiled in the region, and has contributed 1o the cultural tradibons
of the Assamese and others in the north ezt India. Cultural exuberance of the whole of the
sociery ofthe Bodo tribal communifiv incorporates élemenis like dancing, smging. ignguage s
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As far ag languages are concerned, Bodo tribal people speak bodo language which has been
derived from famous Tibeto-Burmese language family. The Bodos have a rich storehouse of
songs and danees like “Bagurumba ™, Bﬁ-Du-i-Siﬁlu".“l-Ia:bajmai"md these folk songs and
fhlk-ﬁnmmmimhimmilhnufﬁmmmi:mdm lovers. Bagurumba is the most attractive
dance of the Bodo community, Girls dressed hmlnmﬁllmimspﬁfmnﬂ'ﬁndamiﬂhmeuf

weave dreams in their looms, The Eﬂdn‘*anI'mna".“PhaI:i“. “Aronai” and “Endi™ are superh
example of artistic finise of handloom, mwﬂmmmhmmmm.cm
produced by them are in high demand in national and international market, As regards the

dies,apl'mll:haniyan] branch is planted near her grave in the hope that in her rebirth she will be
blessed with a luxuriant growth of hair. Before burial OF eremation, water is poured and red
threads placed between the lips of the dead, that will make in rebirth, the lips thin and red, a sign
of beauty,

Key Words: linguistic, Custom, Exuberance, Attire,

Gouri Dey
Research Scholar Dept. of Hist,, North Bengal Universipy

Bodo culture, a part and parcel of Indo-Mongoloid culture, is rich and multi-faceted I:
has influenced the Aryan culture, es necially in the North-Fast In their ngriculturs] practices




Mhﬂmﬂhlﬁmﬂmﬂ%@mﬁhmﬂﬂh&mnfmm
m.mmmmmmwmmhmlmwﬁ-ﬁum
mmﬂurufﬂnﬁmpudhlmﬂwumnmﬂpmimuﬂhnmhhmumﬁ-
Mano). The following are the main p-uupaunﬁsnfmnﬂnﬁuu which are based on specific
whmﬂﬂhmmimmﬁpiﬁrmﬁﬂnﬂlnp&ﬂp:

The main social groups or h-aris are Swﬂgiﬂﬁ,ﬂmmuri.MLurHlﬂilﬁ.hhmi.
NM.WM.MMWWMMH&MW,
SMMEW.BWHBWMiHummMEMm
Murari, Ramsiari or Ramsari, Songphramari, Phadengari, Islary, Ganjlerari, Bargawari or

and among scasonal festival Baisagu (Bihu), Domashi {Domahi) are the main Baoth
people hlwmuglmyuﬂglmnmmmumhurﬁﬂfmﬁvm celebrated in North-East states
inehy Assam.

Guﬁisdmmlighusﬁtﬂufﬁ#ﬁndﬂpmplemmm!y umﬂ:ippcdmdpufonmdbyuﬂﬂm
ﬁlhgannlpnhummﬁmhgplmhﬁﬂu Marsi is a religious rite worshipped and
pn'l’nnm&priﬂtthrhyﬂmmﬁvhﬂuﬂﬁmﬂhstn satisfy the Goddess Marai. Marai puja isnot
lurgﬂ}'prwahnta#ﬂ:ﬁammlgthuﬁudﬂpmpﬂ.&

SOCIO-RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS
OF THE SATTRIYA DANCE FORM OF ASSAM

Dr. Mallika Kandali
Dept. of Pelitical Science, RG Baruah College, Fatasil Ambari. Guwahari-25

hﬂlﬂlhuﬂvﬂ?ﬁhﬂ!dmﬂuldiﬁmhnﬂﬁnﬂwthaﬁﬂlmdfulkgmm Among

&tﬁcheduﬁnmhuﬂuﬂmmﬁwﬂﬁmﬂmﬂsﬁnmiﬂdmwuﬂiﬁmnfmwﬁch
hpnﬂhhpﬂfmwﬂhm:mm#\hﬂmﬂwmmﬂeﬁufﬁsmunmdimufﬂms
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to worship of deity almost for the last six hm&edmmﬁmapﬁnmhgﬂmﬂtﬁhgmf
mcd:mpl!ﬂbﬂnﬂhnnwmﬂmkmd:m{.ﬁﬂ 1449-1568), the great saint and artist, introduced
this dance form which is derived from his wonderful compositions of Amkia Nai or Bhaona,
the Vaishnava theatre form. The saint-artist introduced this performing art to create conducive
atmosphere as well as to popularize the Vaishnava religion among the masses. Through this art
form he wanted to introduce a new socio-religious culture {basically the bhakti} some human
values as well as some moral principles. Through Vaishnavism the saint tried to establish a
systematic lifestyle, a definite philosophy of life, The saint wanted to bring all the communities
of Assam closer and so his teachings and culture was the result of the assimilation of the
various local elements of the ethnic groups of Assam. The Sattriya dance is an assimilation of
classical elements and local elements of various ethnic groups. But the local ethnic elements
are refined a lot before assimilation into the classical tradition. Our paper would focus on the
various elements of ethnic groups like Boda, Mishing, etc. which are found in Sattriya form.

HUMAN SACRIFICE AMONG THE TRIBES OF
NORTHEAST INDIA

Gargee Sharmah
Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Pragjvotish College, Guwahati-9

Human sacrifice is the act of killing one or more human beings as a part of religious
rituals. [t has been practised in various cultures throughout history. Victims were ritually killed
in a manner that was supposed to please or appease the gods, spirit etc.

The idea of human sacrifice has its roots in deep prehistory. The carliest evidence of
human sacrifice in the Irrdiansuhcmﬁhﬂmduiﬂbackmllﬁlnduﬂ’ﬂleyﬂiﬁlizzﬁun. We have
ample evidences to prove that the human sacrifice was prevalent among the tribes of north
east in ancient and medineval period.

The Tamreswari temple at Sadiya regarded as Kamakhya of the East was famous
centre of Sakti cult. The people who brought this goddess to prominence were Chutias, a
Mongolian tribe who were reigning at Sadiva at the beginning of the 13% century A.D. The
Goddess was popularly referred to as Kechaikhaiti (eater of the raw flesh) because of the
annual human u:ﬁfm-?hmnplcnfﬁu:mmnﬂﬂmﬁumhhtmi:ﬂsmlld themselves
Deories.

The cult of Tantricism spread also among the Synteng tribe of the Jaintiya hill, Jaintiya
has heen mentioned in the Yogini Tantra as one of the sacred places of the Devi. Human
sacrifices continued there down to 1835 when it was stopped by the British.

.
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Historian K.L.Baruah clearly stated that Ranchandi and Mahamaya of the Kachari
iribes, Tamreswari of the Chutias, Jayanteswari of Jayntiyas and the fourteen Devatas of the
ﬁppcmwmmmmipp:dhymingmm“mmnﬁﬁnmin mediaeval times.

The Kalika Purana and yogini tantra, two religious scriptures composed in this region
also state that human sacrifices were prevalent.

This paper will focus on the history of the human sacrifices amang the tribes of the
northeast India.

CHOMANGKHAN: THE ELABORATE DEATH RITES
OBSERVED BY THE KARBIS OF ASSAM

Dr. Subhalakshmi Nath
Sr Lecturer in English, S.B. Deorah College, Ulubari, Guwahati-7

Rites and rituals are intricately woven in the social system of a people. They are part and
mlufwﬂuﬂgmmhamﬁﬂy.mﬁmﬂhﬂmhawumgmﬂpﬂhmhm
death rites. They ﬁmhrhlmhﬁ:mmdrﬂm.ﬂmmfmmﬁmﬁ&nmmuﬂ
responsibility to perform the death ceremony of the deceased. This ceremony of the Karbis is
called Chomangkhan. It is the most expensive and elaborate socio-religious ceremaony which
continues for 4 (four) days and 4 (four) nights at a stretch. There are three types of
Chomangkhan. They are- 1) Harne (the rite for the chief ofa society) if) Langtok (the rite for
people who have slightly lower status) iii) Kanphlaphia (the rite for common people).

People from different villages come to join Chomangkan. The guests from the
lﬁﬂhmﬁuﬁummgivmmmmhﬂmpmﬁmfﬂmmmhmwmhgnﬂ
h:ﬂhgmwhrhgﬁmﬂmmnmﬂbjwuﬁmdhmbwjﬁmnbﬂidudmm.
fluits ete, It is believed that this sacred object symbolize the connection of this and the world
beyond. The first day of Chomangkhan is called Rukelnm, the second is called Kamso, the
third day is called Kanpi and the fourth day is called Banjar Keku, Each day is associated
with specific rituals. A very interesting feature is that items of every day use of the dead
pmanmmnud:innﬁnilmfumumhichmpnhﬂuﬂp#{ﬂmmwhmuwdmwmi
hmmnﬁ}mﬂuibmﬁday.hpmﬁuinmlwaq&uuﬂmﬂﬂdwpfﬂmmdmﬁsﬁm
death of the deceased on all the four days and nights. At the same time, large scale drinking
Horlang (country liquor) and feasting with chicken and pork and indulged. The dances of
Chomankan are very colourful and full of merriment. Young boys and girls dance in their
traditional dress. Married men and women are not allowed to participate in the Chomankhan
dance.
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TRIBAL ECONOMY OF MIZORAM:
FROM TRADITION TO MODERNISATION

Angana Barua
Assistant Professor, Depte. of Economics, Pandy C ollege, Guwahati

The North Eastern state, Mizoram with an area of 21,087 sq. kms, is inhabited by tribes
like Lushais and Kukis. The traditional tribal economy of Mizoram exhibited certain distinctive
features. The economy was completely dependent on Jhum cultivation and hunting. The chief
ruled the society and the ‘ Zawlbuk or the “bachelors’ house' was an important social custom.
The concept of formal education was almaost nil,

However, due to some factors like palitical upheaval and spread of Christian ity the
traditional set up has changed a lot. The institution of chiefship” was abolished and the right to
individual ownership of land gradually came into being. “Zawlbuk’ has no longer remained
important. The spread of education has put Mizoram in the second pasition in the country in the
field of literacy.

The: paper is an attempt to analyse the diffierent features of the traditional tribal economy
of Mizoram and its transition towards modemization.

SOCIO RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES OF
THE BODO KACHARI AND RABHA

Dir Rita Rani Talukdar
Asst Professor, Dept of Psychology, Gauhati University

According to the Census of 2001, the State of Assam in the north-eastern region of India
has a total population of 26 million. Of - fearly 3.5 million are indigenous people called.
Scheduled Tribes (STs), constituting 12.5 per cent of the total population of the state, In all,
there are 23 ST groups in the state. District wise distribution shows that North Cachar Hills
District has the highest proportion of the $T's at 68% o its total population. The STs constitute
more than half of the total population in Karbi Anglong district (55.7%) whereas Karimganj
district with 0,3% and Hailakandi (0-2%) has the lowest proportion of the ST population in the
state. Assam is the largest of the cight states in the north-eastern region of India. It is also one
of the poorest with 36% of its 26 million people living under poverty line in 2000,

The Bodo I{ac:l'.mrisnl'Assmn'ﬂnhmnchuflhr:grmtﬂudugmupnfmlnduhinngmuid
family falling within the Assam Burmese linguistic section. Their identity is not uniform as an

=35 =



mcmmdmymdmi@nduﬂﬁnmﬂdﬁmmpmﬁv ¥
the tribe in Assam i56,10,459 as per 1971 mnmﬂwhhhmnt&fmﬁ.#%uﬂiwmmlm
lﬁhﬂlpnpuhﬂnn-ﬂumuipnmﬂsﬁnflimmdﬂnﬂjl
Thaﬂnh‘rmmmufﬂtnh#whdﬂdmh:ahmsphhsdiﬂﬁmufm.m}r
are widely scatered but mostly concentrated in the undivided districts of Goalpara, Kamrup
< Dareang, Besides Assam, their mmmmwwmﬂﬂmwm Mepal,
meMmmmwlﬂlmm:ummﬂﬂ%ﬂf total plains tribal
puplhﬂnnufmma:dﬂ.«ﬁ]%uﬂh: total state population. Their rate of literacy is 22.24%
Iﬂmkhﬂmﬂﬂﬁﬂsﬂh:ﬂu]ﬂm"hﬁﬂfhﬂthﬁ.
ﬂu;nmmdriupmuflmljurnmnh[ﬂjuﬂmﬁﬂﬂdcugﬂﬁwcnmpﬂﬂﬁ
mmmmﬂmhuw areas of lower Assam 10 investigate
ﬂuadmﬂlupecﬂuﬂimhfhmﬂmm:dﬂﬂupmﬂinfﬂngﬂﬂwmpﬂmﬂmng
mﬁimmmmurmmmmmr
'Tnm}dylhnmulugiulnmdhimmdiminﬂmsmm&ﬁﬁngmdb:huﬁmrﬂ

* To develop an understanding about the socio mliginumd:ullur-lmﬂimufﬂm
Bodo Kacharis and Rabhas.

'Tumﬂyﬂmm%huhgimlm“ﬁinh differentiates the tribals from the non

Thmnphmmﬂddlzﬂtiﬂdﬂdm!mﬂlmnmhﬂﬂcﬁlMspmﬁngﬁmﬂ
&ll,ummwhhmmuiﬁumpﬁmdmhmuﬁhdiwﬂmur
ﬂmmmmﬂtmmnpﬂmpdﬂhﬁmﬁmmaﬂmuihlmm.
m:.;-mmmmwmmmﬂmmﬁm
nfnmhm.ﬁnﬁhrmgmhmimm.mﬁwmmndpmﬂnufﬂmmﬂhnmwﬂﬂ&ﬂ

are mainly mmwlmm.ﬁniml ﬂdmummandﬂhmnﬂpm:mu
mmwcummimhﬁmﬁuyudmtymu
mﬁmuﬁmﬂmﬂﬂumhﬁﬂklhwmw are celebrated with
glﬂlﬂﬂmilﬂllllﬂ-_lnjn
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CULTURAL LIFE OF THE MISINGS OF ASSAM

Sandeep Sharma
Field Officer, CCRT, Ministry of Culture, Gove. of India

There are 573 Scheduled Tribes have been notified by government (of India. Out of
whtich 23 notified Tribal groups are in Assam and constituting 12,4 percent of the total population
of Assam. Assam has a very significant ethnological history forms an Anthropological Museum.
It is & cultural junction of colorful Tribes of hills and plains having different ethnic and linguistic
backgrounds. Misings or Miri Tribal group is the second populous Tribal group in the state out
of total nine tribal communities. (Census 2001). These tribes differ considerably from one
another in terms of race, language, culture and beliefs. Their varied dance forms, theater,
music, painting, material culture, folklore present a grand spectacle of striking diversity.

RONGALI BIHU OBSERVED BY SONOWAL KACHARIS

Mrs. Pallabita Das
Assti. Professor, Depit. of History, Hojai College, Hojai, Nagaon

Assam is the state consist of large number of ethnic and non-ethnic people. Agriculture
is the prime source of income almost every ethnic group. The folk culture of Assam have a
thememendous base of folk literature and culture. Because, every ethnic group have enjoyed
different type of festivals related with agriculture, The basic aim of the observence of the
agricultural festivals and rituals to increase the production and fertility of land.

wmwm&mmwﬂm.mmuwwmm
wearing new cloth and Performing traditional rite and rituals on the occassion of Bibu, It is a
festival of joy and prosperous. The ethnic group of Assam, enjoyed the Rongali Bihu with their
traditional rites and rituals. And performing bihu dance and songs with their own traditional
process,

The object of this paper is to focus and discuss about the Ron observed by the Sonowal
Kacharis of Assam.
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GENDERING THE DISEASES:
“AAI SITALA “ AS A CASE STUDY

Manabendra Sarma
Asstt, Professor Depi. of English B.Barooah College Ulubari, Guwahati - 7

The&umirumb:linfsmiinugiwimufﬂlnmﬁtaﬂdnndﬂﬁu:mmmrﬂiﬁnfﬂm“wld
are informed by their rituals. Abundance of such rituals is often associated with the idea of
“health™. Eiﬂmasamﬁ'uﬁiwmmmnrnumhmnnem the mighty and mystic “pagan”
powers, these practices and codes got their legitimacy within that particular community. This
paper intends to study the mmufmmmﬂmnfmhnndﬁmﬁmwﬂthimd ness.
Taking “AAi Sitala” the ethnic synonym of madern pathology of “pox™ as a test case, this
paper will analyze the appropriation of such a gendered concept in Assamese and few other
societies.

UNDERSTANDING THE REGIONAL DISPARITY OF
BODO AND LALUNG COMMUNITY IN GUWAHATI CITY

Bhrigu Kr. Nath
Research Scholar. Department of Geography, Gawhati University
Monjit Borthakur
Research Fellow, ORD Institute of Social Change and Development, Guwahati

Assam is the home of several ethnic groups since time immemorial, Various ethnic
grmpﬁlivhmgwﬂﬂnﬁﬂlﬂ'ﬂirmiqmmarﬂﬂiﬂicsmdhhg into account a total change in
the present social system of the region. [thubamuhaenﬂﬂ:ﬂhihdpcﬂphgnnmllyuum
um:dmvhumnmlwqrmu:h.ﬁnhndugimladvmnﬂmnmpidmdmmmhﬂm
however threatened the natural environment and as such the homelands for several tribal
people are also seemed to in vicinity. With the advancement of time there can be seen achange
in the social as well as economic life of people and the hnpnﬂﬂrnmﬁnnmmmwirdlily

mumﬂnmmmuﬁﬁﬂnfmmmminm: regions near Garchuk and
Lnkhmﬂﬁ;wﬂmﬁchympndiwl}nﬂmdhsmmﬁuimmﬁngdﬁr“ﬁumwﬁgw
and cultural practices including their rites, ritucls and various raditional activities like arts
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and crafls gcnerally they practice, Besides these, comparison is also made on the intensity and
impact of modernization in the social life of the tweo communitics,
While doing so a field survey is carried out to know the real field situation and also 1o

assess the various geographical factors that have played the role of sgent of variation with the
change in space,

CULTURAL PRACTICES OF THE SONOWAL
KACHARIS OF ASSAM - WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO TINSUKIA DISTRICT

Madhurjya Mahanta', Gayatri Medhi Mahanta?, Rupai Siding*
Sr. Asstr Professor Depi. of Histary
Asstt Professor, Depr of Political Science. DoomDooma College
Tinsukia, Assam, Pin - 786 153

group and are transmitted from generation I generation like other ethnic group of Assam. The
Sonowal Kacharis are a division of the Bodo-Kachari family of Tibeto Burman Speakers and

(Pragiyotishpur), During the Ahom period some ofthe Kacharis were engaged in gold panning
of river sand, hence they have been known as *Sonowal® or gold washer. Another anecdote
states that their Guru Kechaideo had supematural power of offering a certain quantity of gold
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community songs etc which have been ohserved in this particular area this study sought to
examine the forces might have been at work in inducing a tribal commumity to accept Assamese
culture without avoiding their old culture. The study will help to realize that they need no
separate den away from the view of the broader society in order to preserve and protect their
ethno-cultural identity. The people of the Sonowal Kacharis have now lost some of their cultural
practices because of their long connection with the greater Assamese society. We have scen
MMEWMEMﬁKmmmﬂmmMﬂmmwmmm
bath their traditional cultural beliefs and practices and other practices of the Assamese society.
The practices of observing iraditional socio-religious functions both at family and in socicty
ides them an opportunity to maintain their ethno-cultural identity, Their cultural practices
and beliefs have been occupied important place in the Assamese society. Because their cultural
elements are considered as the hnpnrumnrgmﬁnfm:grum—mm:ﬂesmm.m paper is
devoted to find out the importance of the culture of the Sonowal Kacharis and how their
traditional cultural practices and beliefs enrich the stokage of the great Assamese culture.
The primary objective of this paper is to present a comprehensive, analytical and critical account
ofthe significance of the cultural practices of the Sonowal Kacharis of Assam taking a special
area of Sarudhadum village in Tinsukia Diistrict of #
This paper is prepared through descriptive and analytical methods. The datas have been collected
from the primary and secondary sources.

BODO COMMUNITY- AN OVERVIEW OF THEIR
CULTURAL PRACTICES

Arpita Sharma Nath
Lecturer. Gauhati Commerce College

Bodo culture, a part and parcel of the Indo-Mongoloid culture, is rich and multi faceted.
It has influenced the Aryan culture especially in the north-east. Fora long time, Bodos have
heen farmers, with a strong tradition ufﬁshhg.kmpingpuﬂw.pim,ﬁuardjm::uhivm
and betel nut plantation. The Bodos also cultivate mustard and com. They make their own
iraditional attire. In recent decades, they Mw:hunhﬂhmwrdhyﬂidr:ﬁ:rmwmmm
Dharma, Assamese Sarania, Islam and the spread of Christianity. The Bodo linguistic ethnic
group arrived the earliest and settled in the region, and has contributed to the cultursl traditions
of the Assamese and others in the north east India. Cultural exuberance of the whole of the
sndﬂyﬂMMmMmmhyimmcmlalimwmmhwm.
As far a5 languages are concerned, Bodo tribal people speak bode language which has been
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derived from famous Tibeto-Burmese language family. The Bodos have a rich storehouse of
songs and dances like “Bagurumba”, Bar-Doi-Sikhla”, “Haba janai” and these folk songs and
folk dances receive high acclaim of the music and art lvers. Bagurumba is the most attractive
dance of the Bodo community. Girls dressed in colourful ttires perform this dance in tune of
Bodo traditional musical instruments, There are various musical instruments used by this
community Iﬂ::":‘:'hipﬂiti:g"{ﬂm}.“Suja",'Ihuﬂu”,"K!nm"?idnun},‘i{lu“mg“ﬂnThr: Bodos
are expert in the use of bamboo for building house and handicrafts. The Bodo WOmen can
weave dreams in their looms. The Bodo “Dokhona”, “Phali”, “ Aronsi™ and “Endi™ are superh
example of artistic finise of handloom. Bodo handicrafis are fully dominated by women, Clothes
produced by them are in high demand in national and international market. As regards the
death rituals among Bodos, they follow mixed custom. Some of them burn their dead: some
bury them, a third section simply takes the dead to the burial ground and leaves them there.
Like most of the tribes, Bodos also believe in world or life afier death where the spirit of the
dead goes. The most wonderful speculation about rebirth is that of the Daflas and the Bodos,
When an unmarried Bodo young man dies, a banana tree i planted near his grave so that his
life after death becomes more fruitful than has been the case hitherto. When a Bodo woman
dies, a pipal(baniyan) branch is planted near her grave in the hope that in her rebirth she will be
blessed with a luxuriant growth of hair. Before burial or cremation, water is poured and red
threads placed between the lips of the dead, that will make in rebirth, the lips thin and red, a sign
of beauty.
Key Words: linguistic, Custom, Exuberance, Attire,

CULTURAL ETHNOGRAPHIES OF THE PEOPLE OF
ASSAM ON THE BASIS OF THE DEOPANI GROUP OF
SCULPTURES

Dr. Indrani Choudhary
Lecturer, History Dept., L.C.B.College, Guwahati - 11
Muktar Rahman Saikia, Binod Sarmah
Cruest lecturer, History Dept. L.C B, College, Maligaon, Guwahayi - 11

The Deopani mupufxulﬂlmwuﬁmmlimdat]]ﬁqmd. Golaghat district of Assam
and therefore, may be described as Deopani school,

The sculptures of this area had some local traits of their own, round face, thick lips, and
stout body of the Deopani sculptures indicate the ethnic affinity of the Bodo people of the
regiorn.
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These group of sculptures expanded up to Tinsukia in Upper Assam. The Deopani school
eould not remained long due to the lack of royal patronage. It is known that the patronage of the
people were economically sound. Both king Jivara, Dighlck varman and Kakhya and his son
encouraged the art of carving at Deopani. Ballahi was their sculpture Inscription found in these
area seems to be that of Deopani school- of art may be placed in the 8th century A.D.

The main fact that the Deopani sculptures is the human figure. Only a few independent
animal figures supposed to be of Vahana are found Dubrani, Borapathar, Most of the sculp-
tures so far found are of Visnu indicating that Vaisnaveism was popular in this region. The
Deopani sculptures are made of black stone and each are made of finely polished.

Some special features of this group of sculptures are round face, thick lips broad but
pointed nose, long ear, squarish kinimukuta, broad forehead, long hair and thick eye brows, all
g0 to makeup the facial characteristics of the Deopani sculptures.

The Deopani sculptures represent a people’s art basically excessive of physical vigoure,
rather than essential tranquility, bodily charm and sensuous beauty. i

The traits of these sculptures has shown that the people of the area had some ethnic
affinity may be placed them as Astro- Asiatic or Mongolian people. Undoubtedly from sculp-
tural point of view, Assam is an integral part of subcontinent. Some of the Mon-Indian traits are
found in these group of sculptures which were incarporated in Indian themes. Migration of the
people was the main cause for the expression of the growth had shown Assam itself was a
melting pot of intermingling of various races and their culture since time immemaoral.

.
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SESSION - 1lI
Reclaiming Locations of Ethnic Societies

EMERGENCE OF ETHNIC IDENTITY IN ASSAM
DURING THE COLONIAL ERA

Barnali Sarma
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Gauhati Llniversity

During the colonial period the tribal areas were considered as ‘Backward Tracts’ and
the administrative insulation contributed more to the prolongation of backwardness, However
the sense of realization of deprivation and the urge to assert one's identity emerged during this
period itself. Virrious organizations grew up. These were instrumental in expressing the feelings
of socio economic deprivation and gricvances and tried lo secure protection against exploitation,
The seeds of separatism were sowed during the colonial period itself.

ETHNICITY OF TEA WORKERS IN ASSAM:
AN OVERVIEW

Reshma Kumari Tiwari' & Jasojit Debnath?

' PhD Research Scholar Depariment of Commerce, Gawhati University, Guwahati-14
* Azsistant Professor Depit af Business Admn, Girijananda Chowdhury Institute of
Management and Technology, Guwahati- 17 and PhD Research Scholar, Depit of

Commerce, Gauhati Univers ity Cruwahaii-14, Assam

The tea industry is one of the oldest industries of India. In Assam, tea is grown both in
the Brahmaputra and Barak Plains. Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat, Golaghat, Nagaon
and Sonitpur arc the districts where tea gardens are mostly found. Assam produces 51 percent
of the total tea produced in India and about 1/6™ of the tea produced in the world. Tea industry
has contributed substantial Iy to the economy of Assam. About 17 percent of the workers of
Assam are engaged in the tea industry. The tea workers of Assam compose of different tribes
and castes and belong to multi-linguistic and multi cultural heritages. It is the home of an ethnic
society which consists of people having diversificd historical backgrounds and whose ancestors
migrated from different parts of India and were imported by the tea growers way back in the
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Iﬂtnmﬁuflﬁ‘mwﬂﬂmw&wmpmnnmhwhumwinmkm.
:thmmmm:mmiﬂhnmﬁmﬂhnﬁmﬂWufﬂu
states from where they migrated and which they inherited from their forefathers. They live
together in the remote villages and encounter same problems. They are mostly fourth generation
mmmmmisdhﬂﬁfﬂhimﬂﬁrm&mHMdﬂtm
in these plantation industries reveals that their socio-economic condition has been pathetic due
m:ﬂunwmhmnnmmwwmﬁmmmwm
present socio-economic status of tea workers and how they became backbone of the tea

THE MYTHS OF NEFA:
CREATING SPACE FOR THE MARGINAL

Kakali Dutta
Dept.of English Nalbari College, Nalbart

diﬂ‘mufammmﬁt}'.ﬂﬂsp-pmuﬁﬂnﬁnnpthﬁngmmdmufuu myths of NEFA,
umuﬂbdhym:uﬂwnpnhgiﬂvmﬁﬂﬂw&hhwﬂl seek to see how through these myths
Elwin tried to give a separate cultural space to the different tribal communities of NEFA.
Mmmmmmmmwmmummm
wﬁhﬂmnrimuu-ihﬂlndwh-u-hsﬁvirthEFﬁ.Anmchleﬂdu formerly North-Esst
Frontier Agency (NEFA) and an integral part of Assam had been the abode of several tribes
rdmbﬁbmlhﬁumgﬂhﬂ:mmhﬁmhmm&wﬁnmillmfﬁm had intimate
relationship with the Assamese in the plains whereas the tribes in the hills had linguistic and
cultural affinities with the Tibetans h&'ﬁﬂmﬂ:.ﬂn-ch’ﬂ!fﬁ:ﬂisﬂnduhufﬂnﬂamﬁtﬁm
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE ETHNIC
SOCIETY: A CASE STUDY OF RABHA COMMUNITY
RESIDING AT ODALBAKRA AREA (LALGANESH) OF

Dr. A. Mishra Chakraborty" M, Ranjana Sen?
Associate Professor Departmens aof Education
Associate Profesvor Department of Economies

Lalit Chandra Bharali College, Maligaon, Crwahari-7871 01

ETHNIC GROUPS OF PEOPLE AND THEIR POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES IN ASSAM

R. K. Kakati
Head of the Depr af Pol. Seience
MHMIIMWMW#M

The magical valley of Assam is situated inﬂ:aimntufﬂunnnh-ﬁanﬂnmnfﬂm
hdmmﬁ;..fmu l:hlmmnﬂlﬁmzﬂsmmwwhﬂmwﬂzﬁf
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E Longitude, It coversanarea nf?lﬁiﬂlq.hu.[wn:}ﬂﬁnhmmﬁ:rr about 2.39 per cent
of the total land area of the country. Various athnic groups of people live in Assam from
Mimﬁam.smmwmﬂm people as a whole.

Various ethnic mupﬂufpanﬂ:muﬂiﬂ#mlﬁmhmphntmiﬂyhm.ﬂmy
involve party politics for improvement and issues of their own groups. Such types of political
activities create political heterogeneity in Assam. On the basis of tribes, language, religion,
caste, region, some unscrupulous pdi&nhmmymhcﬂmiﬂnmﬂmuﬂmmhmnﬂdh
case of integrity and peace atmosphere of Assam.

REDEFINING “TRIBES”: ON FINDING SOLUTION
TO THE GROWING DEMANDS FOR TRIBAL STATUS

Dr Shabeena Yasmin Saikia
Assistant Professor, UGC Academic Staff College, Gawhati University, Ghy., Assam

A tribe is characterized by certain elements like cultural and linguistic omogeneity,
simple technology, simple division nfluhnumﬂluw:ﬁﬁm.lﬂlisﬁcmcinlummﬂﬂﬁmmimim.
etc. In India tribe is & Constitutional concept as well, but there arc no hard and fast criteria
fined by the Constitution uflndiaﬂmlamm:snfannlmnm&tytuhemlhdanibc. The fact
that constitutional recognition of a tribe is associated with many concessional benefits, the tribal
ctatus is considered to be a privileged status in the society. The State is entrusted with the duty
10 work for the economic upliftment of these people. The tribal status thus on the whole happens
10 be a privileged one and many communities thrive to achieve this status. Taking this into
mmﬁmmmmmwﬂmmmmmwmmmmm
ﬁnrmmgﬁﬁmafahihmmmmmmmkmhem ﬂ-:spacmntnfva:m:mhngiminm
sirw:lmtﬁn:dﬂﬂdﬁnﬁihmnﬁmﬁngﬁlltndﬂy.ﬁcmmlﬁismuldmrﬂlﬂmdmm
mainly four causes for such demands, i) lack of an unambiguous scientific definition of tribe in
the Constitution, ii) lack of a clearly spelt out tribal policy of the Government and ii1) long
continuation of & community in tribal mm}uﬁg&mmlmﬁum indirectly
appnmmlmwdepﬁwdmaquﬂ!yplnmwuﬂmiﬁm.

Th:plmtpnperwiﬂﬁmami}ﬂinhiﬂnﬁm pwwﬂﬁw.ﬂﬂﬂmminﬁumiﬂnmsuf
the word “tribe™, and similar criteria fixed by other nations like Australia for inclusion of &
community in the Ihtufhhuigimh,mudﬂmmlﬁhnfﬂw:lrmﬁcpmhmww
the claims of several communitics for declaration of a tribe in the State of Assam and its
pmmtsmua.‘[‘lwpnp:rwitlauﬂ-nplmud:rmeﬂtuibalmmmuuhutdmpufﬂmm
east tribes depending on their characters.
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ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF NALBARI DISTRICT

Mr. Kuldip Mazumdar
Lecturer, District Institute of Education and Training, Nalbari (Koria)

The Historical background of the Nalbari District is well known to the people all aver the
Assam. Geographically North Kamrupa area indicates the northern part of the undivided Kamrup
District of Assam. At present as the old Kamrup District is divided into five district namely
Malbari, Kamrup, Barpeta, Baksa and Chirang. Nalbari district comes into existence on the
15™ August, 1985, Nalbari Diistrict is bounded by external country Bhistan on North Kamrup
District on the South Darrang District on the west. The south is on the plain and North Bhutan
i5 up by hills, The total area covered by the District of Nalbari is 2257 Sq. Kilometer. Nalbari is
one of the 2™ Districts of Assam. Which has special characteristics in respect of topography
ethnic groups climate and flora and fauna.

The ethnic composition of Nalbari District are Assamese, Muslims, Biharis, Nepalis,
Bengalis, Sikhs. The Assamese from various parts of Assam came to Nalbari in connection
with Govt, service under the British. After Independence, many other have come as Govi.
servants, teachers and workers in Govi. projects, They consist of both the Hindus and Muslims.
Most of the Bengalis found in Malbari from Syllet and Mymensingh of present Bangladesh.
Prior to the advent of the British, they were in contact with the Nalbari of the horder areas
through trade but when the British took over old Kamrnup they were brought as clerks, peons,
businessman etc. This was followed by successive migration being attracted by prospect of
trade and other business. To duy they are found in all areas of Nalbari District,

ETHNO-NATIONALISTIC ASPIRATION OF BODO
ETHNIC COMMUNITYAND SOCIO-POLITICAL STATUS
OF BODO WOMEN WITHIN THEIR ETHNIC FABRIC

Pankaj Kumar Sarmah’, Jahnahi Devi
I. Lecturer, Jagiroad College, Research Scholar, Dept. of Pol. Sc., GU.
2. Research Scholar, Dept. of Pol. Science, G

In India ethnicity has emerged as a major instrument of social consciousness, political
activity, reallocation and redistribution of resources and share in and access 1o political power.
Ethnic consciousness leads to identity expansion by merging together of several groups and
expand their identity.
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Ma‘stmﬁmhmkadhyﬂnqumﬂr&i:dhmh}tm
of this, the region has witnessed serious ethnic politics and secessionist challenges. Infact,
mnfﬂpﬁvaﬂmmﬂmmlmcuhrﬂs}mhﬂsMwhﬂumdﬂmumthﬂummi&mﬁfy
their interest in ethnic terms. These ethnic g'uup!hawrlisﬂlqunimahumm legitimacy of
mm.ﬁmwmmmmwmmﬂmmlmaﬂm through their
own vision of nationalism. It can be said that at the root of the ethnic politics in NE India is the
desire to preserve the identity of those groups which leads towards a kind of nationalistic
aspiration among these groups.

Assam has also witnessed various kinds of ethnic conflicts as it is the homeland of
various ethnic groups. Among these groups Bodo community is strongly dissatisfied with the
system. Bodo ethnic group wants freedom from the so-called Assamese sub nationalism
imposition of culture. Economic deprivation, inadequate public recognition &0 Bodo language
and culture also create discontent among Bodos. This kind of dissatisfaction has led wwards
the birth of insurgent outfit like NDFB which is fighting against the Indian state for a sovereign
i Mnfﬁndnimdmainlytﬂnmﬂﬂﬂuduiﬁtﬂit};

When we look into the mcialﬂmhtrenfmnﬂ-udncumlcmmunimmnnm that
Bodo women are also playing a very active role in social and political fields to protect Bodo
identity and culture. In this proposed research paper, an effort will be made to examine the
ethnic immnf&mﬂndumnnmm]rmddm mcimﬂﬁulmlcnmndnmminpmmﬁng

ETHNICITY AMONG THE TEA LABOURS IN ASSAM

Dr. Ranjita Goswami
Asste, Prof., Depit. Sanskrit, Arya Vidvapeeth College.

Ethnicity is a natural condition of mankind. It is one of the most widespread ways in
which people declare and affirm their identity. From the ethnic point of view, the people of the
north-east region is divided into two broad groups, the Cancasoid and the Mongoloid. Hindu
uﬁMusﬁnumﬂm:yhmﬁdnﬁduﬂuﬂmmhmmigh.wﬂhﬁwﬂm@hithﬂﬁ
the various tribes.

Tea is considered to be the backbone of Assam's economy. As the colonial power wanted
mmmmwwﬂlmdﬂpmafmmm In course of time
nm:hﬁnfmplmnﬁuﬂﬂmﬂhrhﬂundnﬂmﬂmdumﬂmmhghwm
ﬂmmmmﬁmmmhmmummmwummmmm
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Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil-Nadu. There are maore than one hundred tribe and caste
groups that compose the tea labour population in Assam, A lthough these people have become
un inseparable part of the society and social milicu in Assam, they are grouped as ‘Other
Bacloward Classes”. To add political dimension the people's representatives fiom their commumity
in the legislative assembly and the parliament alse submitted an identical memorandum (o the
Prime-Minister in Decermber 2000 AD, whese it has been strangly pleaded that the tes-land ex-
izatribes of Assam should be accorded ST status. The ex-tea lsbour comminities have already
seitled permanently in variouws revenye villages and are having a relatively better socio-economic
condition. The governmsent should have a positive role hm“ml?ﬁ:gﬂ:c:hlinpnhlmumﬁm
than ignoring them merely by maintaining a political status quo or by ruthless suppression,

UNDERSTANDING THE REGIONAL DISPARITY OF BODO
AND LALUNG COMMUNITY iN GUWAHATI CITY

Bhrign Kr, Nath’, Monjit Borthaker
L. Research Scholar, Department of Geography, Gauhati Universicy
<. Research Fellow, QKD Dstitute of Social Change and Development, Guwahari

Assam is the home of several ethnic groups since time immemorial. Various ethnie
groups living together with their unique characteristics and bring into account a total change in
ﬂupmammncialsmlnfﬂtmgim. Ithuhemnb&mudmluihalpmplcmllym o
natural environment very much, Technological advancement and rapid industrialization has
however threatened the natural environment and as such the homelands for several tribal

impact of modemization in the social life of the two communities.

While doing so a fickd survey is carried out to kniow the real field sitvation and also 1o
as5ess the various peographical factors that have played the role of agent of variation with the
change in space.
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SEARCH FOR IDENTITY: GROWTH OF ASSAM
BACKWARD TRIBAL LEAGUE

Mandini Sarma
Associate Professor, Deptt. of History, Pragiyotish College
Di. Paramananda Mazumdar
Associate Professor, Geography Deptt, Pragiyotish College

THE GROWTH OF TRIBAL LEAGUE IS AN IMPORTANT CHAPTER OF PRE
[NDEPENDENT ASSAM, IT WAS BASICALLY FORMED IN FAVOUR OF THE
BACKWARDNESS OF THE TRIBES OF ASSAM TOWARDS THE 3** DECADE OF
THE 20™ CENTURY. THE TRIBAL SITUATION OF THAT TIME WAS VERY
DEPLORABLE IN COMPARISON TO OTHER ADVANCED COMMUNITIES OF
ASSAM AS FAR AS THEIR IDENTITY ISSUES, POLITICAL STATUS AND
MULTICULTURAL HETEROGENITY WAS CONCERNED . THEY WERE LOOKED
UPON AS MOST INFERIOR AND BACKWARD BY THE EDUCATED MIDDLE CLASS
OF ASSAM. THEREFORE, A SENSE OF ETHNIC AWARENESS DAWNED IN THEIR
MINDS UNDER THEABLE LEADERSHIP OF BHIMBAR DEORIAND OTHERS AND
THEY FOCUSED THEIR GLANCE TO THIS BITTER SITUATION. THEY WERE
TRYING TO UNITE THEMSELVES UNDER A COMMON POLITICAL PLATIFORM
AND THIS LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE * ASSAM BACKWARD TRIBAL
LEAGUE' IN ORDER TO ASSERT THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF ALLTHE
VARIOUS TRIBAL GROUPS. THIS PAPER SEEKS TO STUDY THE SOCIO
POLITICAL SITUATION OF ASSAM WHICH WAS INEVITABLE TOWARDS THE
GROWTH OF ASSAM PLAIN TRIBAL LEAGUE IN ASSAM . THIS PAPER ALSO
ALSO ATTEMPTS TO MAKE A THOROUGH HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION INTO
THE BACKGROUND, ROOTS OF TRIBAL ASSERTATIONS IN PRE INDEPENDENT
ASSAM.



Ms. Prabalika Sarma
Associate Frofessar, Deptt, of English, Paschim Cwnvahati Mahavidvalaya
Ms. Deepshika Saharia
Associate Professor Deptt. of English, Nowgong College, Newgong

More than half a century of bloodshed has marked the history of the Naga people, whe
live in the troubled north eastern region of India. Temsula Ao's, “Thess Hills called Home®

Dr. Nabanita Bhuyan
Associate Professor. 8 8. Dearah College

The State of Assam has demographic, economic & strategic Importance, Demographically,
Assam s the land of diverse ethnie groups,Economically, Assam is rich with natural
resources. Sirntegically,three sides of the state is surrounded by three foreign powers. In the
north Bhutan, Tibet & China &in south Bap gladesh &in east by Burma,

Its demographic, economicd: strategic position &various events of history are directly
relnted with the reclaiming of space by various ethnic groups of Assam. Truly speaking ,
society of Assam i culturally diverse . It has people belonging to different ethnic and linguistic
groups living together. To impose a single ethnie or linguistic identity as a condition afbelonging
1o & particular state would pece ssarily exclude other groups . This Lype of situation arose in
Assam and Assam paid a heavy price for reorganizing boundarics in a way thar culturally
distinct communities would form separaie state
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The world we presently live in is one that is deeply comscious of the importanee of & ving
recognition to identity of various ethnic groups. But it would be impossible to grant independent
statehood 10 nﬂﬁmﬂiﬂﬂ&hﬂlfﬂl distinct cultural grour; it wonld probebly undesirable
also. Thus Right to self determination” has now been reinterpreted 1o mean granting ceriain
democratic rights fnrm:distinctg:mupwil!m&tmm

Over the years four new ﬂnlﬂ.NnE!JHﬂM‘r}mﬂmﬁwmﬂlﬂl Pradesh and Meghnlayn
were created out of Assam, but Indian state policy af breaking up Assam 1o end identity
movements in the hillsuﬂghﬁdﬁeﬂtfmtmumyumll as separation in Assarm by newly

Thi&pﬂpﬂruﬂllhj'mdﬂiwilhﬂlﬂlﬁmrkﬂﬂmuﬁﬂn of various ethnic mavemnents of
Assam as well as discussion on various constitutional pmvia?mamnpwd by the Government

THE DEMAND OF SEPARATE KAMATAPUR STATE
(A CASE STUDY OF THE DARRANG DISTRICT,
ASSAM

Mukut Cl. Baruah
Research Scholar, Gauhati Uiniversity

ﬁmmiuimwdhﬂum-ﬁﬁthﬂilmismzﬁmimuhﬂt storehouse of
mmwmmmpncwdmﬁmﬂ patterns. The ethnic groups of different
meMﬂmm.wwM.ﬂmﬂmmm

In this mpﬂ:m;ttmﬁ‘tﬂ!hun nmdcmfmusﬂﬁd:mnnd!uﬁh: Koch Rajbongshis
of Darrang district of Assam. For the study, a survey has been conducted by using random
sampling method. Further, both primary and secondary datn have been eollected from differcnt
SOUFCES.
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ETHNICITY AND THE IDEA OF HOMELAND:
A READING OF ARUPA PATANGIA KALITA'S
“GHRINAR IPARE SIPARE”

Mridula Kashyap
Cruest Lecturer in English, LC B. College, Guwahati - {1

Arupa Patangia Kalita's writing is essentially fraught with the socio-cultural milieu of the
Northeastern region. Ethnicity, insurgency, identity and the idea oThomeland are some of the
potential issues in her fictions. The story “Ghrinar Jpare Sipare ™' is a reflection on the strife
of the different communities for their specific homeland. This paper seeks to illustrate how a
specific ethnic community s demand for homeland originates from the hatred for another ethnic
community. The homelands of different ethnic groups overlap with one another which results in
ethnic clash and insurgency. This is reflected in the title of the story itself. The story traces the
politics of ethnicity from the post independent era of Northeast, and it implicity questions the
relevance of the separate homeland for each ethnic group, In this paper it is sought to illustrate
that in the Mortheastern region the idea of homeland is largely determined by religion, language
and culture. This is evident from Am a Patangia's depiction of the different ethnic groups's
demand for their respective homelands. On the other hand, from the story it also becomes
discernible that the politics of homeland is maneuvered on the to their manginal position.

In the story “Ghrinar Ipare Sipare™ the narrator is a witness to the demands of homeland
initiated by the different ethnic communities. The Naga separatist movement, the Assam agitation
and the Bodo Liberation Movement re some of the instances of the emergence of ethnic
sentiment for the cause of homeland that have been represented in the story. The story also
brings to the for that the de and of-homeland is a process of *othering' one community from the
other, So, there ill not be one homeland, rather homelands, These issues will be addressed in
this paper.
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SESSION - IV
Theme-1 : Oral History

ORAL HISTORY OF THE MISHING :
AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Ratneswar Mili', Rashmi Mil#®
1. Lecturer, Deptt of Assamese, L€ B.College Maligaon, Ghy-11
» 2. Research Scholar, Depit.of Education

Among the tribal population of Assan, the Mishing are sceond largest tribe. They pride
‘n themselves in belonging 1o the great “Tani groups™. They migrated from the south west
1 banks of the Huang Ho and the Yang Tze Kiang river and settled in the hills and caves of
Arunachal Pradesh. Than from there they resided in the fertile plains of Assam.

The Mishing mostly resided in the district of Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Sonitpur,
Tinisukia,Dibrugarh,Sivsagar Jorhat Kamrup and Nagaon in Assam.Like all the other tribes the
Mishings do not have any written history of their own; but they are rich in Oral history.

The Mishing Oral literature comprises legends, folksongs, folktales, proverbs etc. It also
includes the origin of the earth, the Tani groups 1o which they belang, stories about the fost
manuscript and the dispute among the various clns Legends relating to the Burmese invasions
and British Raj are also mentioned.

The Paper attempts to discuss the traditional oral history of the Mishings. Written sources
will also be discussed where ever necessary.

ROLE OF FOLK STORIES
IN SHAPING KHASI CULTURE

Livee Dutta Baruah
Deprt, of English, LCB College, Maligaon

hhghn!qahummnfmyﬁsudhguﬁs.mmﬂmnmnbmdm}msmdkgmdﬁ
mmﬁﬁﬂmﬂytwnﬂnfwmmﬁmwuﬂmmwﬂuﬂmmw
These folk tales are told and retold and remembered and recounted from ages have naturally
many variations. Mihxmmliv:rjmuchlhingmnngﬂmhmgmh}wumdmlﬂ{:I'ai:r:.-'
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tales wrapped in emotion, The folk stories are nat justa play of imagination nor a subjective
wary of wish fulfillment, but threwa flood light on stage and quality of the civilization of the land,
the poetic genius of its people and their aspirations in life. The story telling tradition of the
Khasis survived without a script. The great story telling tradition of the Khasis goes back to the
fime of the creation myths. The myth centre sround the creation of the earth and water, and the
origin of the tribes. The creation riyths or “khanatang™ are very popular among the Khasis,
The folk stories were written for the common men. The fumction of the folk stories was to
elucidate the Khasi philosaphical thought on every aspect of Khasi culture, The paper attermpis
to show some of the folk stories retold by the Khasi writer KYNPHAM SING
NONGKYNNIH in his book “Around The Hearth— Khasi legends that have become an
integral part of Khasi culture,

ORAL HISTORY OF TIWA ETHNIC SOCIETY AS
REFLECTED IN THEIR FOLK SONGS

Manoj Kumar Das', Himangshu Sarmah?
1. Assistamt Professor of Assamese, Morigaon College
2. Assistant Professor o f History, Morigaon Collepe

Assam is a abode of various tribes and one of the worth notable tribe of Assam is
“Tiwas", also known as *Lalung’. A majority of the Tiwa population dwells in the plains of
morigaon, Nagaon, Western Kamrup {Metro) and * Aamri” and ‘Dwoar Aamila’ mouzas of the
hilly areas b.e, inthe west part of Karbi Anglong districts of Assam, Tiwas claim themselves to
be the oldest indigenous community of Assam and they have been living with varieties of
traditional customs. The oral literature of Tiwa tribe is rich enough to identify Tiwas as one of
the prominent ethnic group of North-East India and the charm of their folk heritage is the
collection of Tiwa Folk Songs.. The term folk song has been well defined as a lyric poem with
melody originating anonymously in times past among unlettered folk and remaining in currency
for a considerable time, usually centuries (Cassell's Encyclopaedia of Literature, Vol-1, page:
223). Folk song covers a vast array of musical style but is most commonly used to refer to a
narrative song that uses traditional melodies to speak on a particular topic. Folk Songs are
typically about & community of people and the issues they feel important to them. Folk songs of
ﬂmﬁhmmwmhmmpﬁs&hn in the history of Tiwa Folk Literature. These songs are

well equipped with the variation -}fmhﬁmmlt:fundnmwm:ﬁnn-ﬁmmrgsmmum
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paper is to examine the oral hiﬁmfnfﬁmhibuuﬂramh:memlhnﬁmufﬁmfnﬂt
songs as historical resources.

THE ROLE OF ORAL LITERATURE ASSOCIATED
WITH THE RELIGIOUS RITES AND RITUALS AMONG
THE PLAIN TIWAS OF ASSAM

Monika Chutia

The Tiwas are the ancient inhabitanis of Assam. Ethnically they are from Mongolian
race and familiar as ‘Lalung’. The inhabitance of the Tiwas are found both the plains and hills.
Culneralty the community is very :hh.ihrtnwmwhﬁtaﬂhmﬁnmii&:ﬁmﬂmﬂ
elements, which are performed at the time of various occasions and day to day life.they practices
some oral literature while wmmmmmmmmm
attempt make to study about the role of oral literature associatd with the religious rites and
rituals.
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SESSION - Iv

Theme-II : Literature and Language

ROLE OF LEARNING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN
THE SOCIO- ECONOMIC UPLIFTMENT OF THE
MISHING WOMEN
(SPL.REE. DISANGMUKH, SIVASAGAR)

Mrs. Lakhimi Dutta
Deptt. Of English, Sibsagar Commerce College
Mrs. Privanka Sharma & Mrs. Seema Kaur
FPragivotish College

The Mishing hitherto known as Miris is one of the Indo-Mongoloid tribes of Assam
irthabsting nine districls namely North Lakhimpur, Dhemaii, Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Jochat, Sivasagar,
Golaghat, Darrang, and Sonitpur Districts. Literacy is considered to be an important tool for
improving the status of women among the Schedule Tribes. But an aggregate statistics often
point a dismal picture of low literacy rmtes amongst the Schedule Tribal women and it is greatest
amongst the Mishing Community. Not anly this, their exposure to the English language is very
very low. Today in this age of Globalization when English is considered as the focal point in
every sphere in the Mainstream — it is very necessary for these under privileged women Lo get
an access 10 it so that they can use it as a tool for their empowerment. This paper is an atternpt
e probe into the disadvantages faced by the women of the Mighing Community in leaming the
English language and also come up to some suggestive measures for improving this state,
Key Words: English Language, Mishing, Literacy, Globalization
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LANGUAGE OF THE TEA TRIBES OF ASSAM:
AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Dipen Bezbaruah', Mrs. Jilmil Bora®
Asstt. Prof, Dept. of English, Pub Kamrup College, Baihata Chariali, Kamrup, Assam
Asstt. Prof, Dept. of English, Dakshin Kamrup College, Mirza, Kamrup, Assam

The peaple, who were brought to wark in the tea gardens of Assam from different parts
of India, did not belong toa single monolingual race or community. They belonged to more tian
a hundred communities, each having its own language, culture and belief systems. These
communities mostly belonged to Austric, Dravidian and Aryan language families,

Again, there were also some communities who used s language or dialect developed as
a result of cross-cultural and linguistic assimilation. Hence a number of communities brought
with them such languages or dialects.

Thisis a natural phenomenon that language is evolutionary, not static, Change is constantly
going on. In the course of time and in various circumstances culture and language take a new
form. Language is a means of communication and a social aspect of it is perspicuous. Hence,
in the field of language there is a question of social acceptance. One can perceive three aspects
at the moment of determining the language of the Tea Tribes of Assam.

SOCIO -CULTURAL PRACTICES OF KARBI SOCIETY
AS REFLECTED IN RONG BONG TERANG'S ‘MIRBIN’

Arunima Bhattscharya', Dipmani Bas’
1. Assistant Professor i1 English, Barnagar College, Sorbhog
2. Assistant Professor in English (Sr), B.H. College, Howly

The colourful cultural filed of Assam remains the constant stimulus for the creative
writers. Specially it looms large in the genre of novel. Among the prominent writers mobilising
these resources for their ereative engagements, Rong Bong Terang is an important name. He
portrays the tribal society of Karbi's in his novels with a distinct flavour. Terang's latest novel
‘Mirbin' published in 2009 is a beautiful narrative with the depiction of contemporary Karbi
society, In our proposed paper attempis have been made to discuss the novel from the point of
view of reflection of Karbi socio-cultural practices.

In the novel there is a description of simple Karbi village with its traditional life style.
Karbi folk songs, food habits, housing pattern, folk custom, rituals and festivals dominate this
novel comprising sixteen chapters, We have tried to analyse these aspects of folklore in the

—58 -
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concerned novel one by one a long with its role in the development of the theme and plot.
Several folk songs are given in the narrative in original Karbi language with its Assamese
rendering in the footnote. The Karbi folk life has been presented through the characters of
simple villagers like Sarman Rohang, Lungche Terang etc. Karbi folk customs and festivals
related to agriculture is also present in the novel.

Altempts have been made in the proposed seminar paper to identify social and cultural
practices of Karbi socicty as depicted in the aforesaid novel, The role of these practices in
Karbi society is inﬂﬂ'u:rk:}rﬂspﬂz-tﬂfnurﬁ‘ud}'. We hnv:akutriedtnmiig!um how the
changing scenario of modernisation has heavily affected the traditional ethnic society.

SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE OF FEW BODO PROVERBS

Mrs. Barnali Deka
Assistami Professor, Department of Assamese
Pub Kamrup College, Baihata Chariali, Pin. TRIZR!, Disi: Kamrup (R) Assam

point of view.

An attempt to will be made 1o snalyze syntactic structure of some bodo proverbs from
clhnic societies in conformity with M. lner's theory.

Key Words: proverh, boda, syatactic, Folk.

THE LANGUAGE AND LITRATURE OF TIWAS
(LALUNGS)

Priyanka Sarmah', Seema Kaur®, Laki imi Dutta’
L HO.D, of English, Pragivotish College
2. Lecturer of Zoclogy, Pragivorish College

3. HOD of English, Sivasagar Commerce College

Tiwa isatribal group inhabiting m:&mt:sufﬁssummdhﬁcglmh}'u in Northeast India.
They are recognized as a Schedyled tribe within the State of Assam, They were known as

~50 —
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Lalungs in the A ssamese and Colonial literature. The Tiwas are divided into two sub-groups,
Hill Tiwas and Plains Tmmdispinyhgvﬂymnmstadmbmﬂ features, The Hill Tiwas live in
the uﬁmmmmuufﬂmﬁ-ﬁnglmg{hmm]umﬂ as in the Mortheastern comer of Ri-
Bhoi district (Meglmlaw}.ﬂmﬁpﬂka%ﬂmmn language of the Boda-Caro group.
Plains Tiwas live on the flat lands of the Southemn bank of the Brahmaputra valley, mostly in
Morigaon and Nagaon districts. The vast majority speaks Assamese s their mother tongue,
Tiwa language being still spoken on the foothills and in rare villages of the plains. Originally
their religion was based on mm:chi.ﬁmwh'mhmnb:mwiﬂwbd as ane of the branches of the
Hindu religion. But Vaisnavism has crept into the religious faith of the plain Tiwas, Thus wdvy
there are two broad religious divisions-the traditionalist and the Vaisnavites. The plain tiwas
mﬂwmmwmmﬁmmlnﬂmm of their raditicnal truits but
of late 3 ErOWing CONSCIOUSNESS of their glowing past is noticed. Political awakening is also

development, Towards the latter part of 2009, the cultural milieu of the Tiwa community of
Assam staged the first phyin'ﬁm}mgrmg."f'hispip:rbanammpttummﬂiterm}'and
cultural development of the Tiwas

INSURGENCY AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY IN
TEMSULA AO’S “THE CURFEW MAN"

Khandakar Shahin Ahmed.
Guest Lecturer in English, B. Borooah College.

Like most of the fictions from post-colonial ethnic cultures, the short stories of Temsula
Ao ariginale from a land still in turmoil. Her story “The Curfew Man" is essentially rooted to
the imﬁufﬂapaepﬂiﬁsthnukfmmﬂmaﬂw which started since the end pf the British Raj
in 1947. What is unique about the story is that it does notexplicitly points to the political struggle;
rather itnapimﬁﬂmmimsnfmmﬂlgﬁpmphwtmutmpptd in the struggle between
the state and the Naga ethnic insurgency groups. The story is inextricably fraught with the
historicity of the Naga separatist i whinhﬁmhili:ﬂﬁniduﬂhynmkm, bhoth political
and cultural, of the Naga people. This paper is an attempt to foreground the crises of Naga
identity asdapimdinmﬁlhﬁn‘s%ﬂnﬁw Man." Trapped between the Neyga insurgency
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groups and the Indian military forces are common people whose lives and identities have been
inseparably affecied by the conflict. 1tis sought to demonstrate in this paper that Maga identity
is a matter of politics— a politics of allegiance. The question for a Naga man is to decide
whether he will show his allegiance to the Indian military force or to the ethnic insurgency
groups. This politics of allegiance has put the question of Naga identity in deep turmoil. This
aspect is very much evident in Temsula Ao’s “The Curfew Man™ through the predicament of
the protagonist, Satemba.

In“The Curfew Man" Setamba, the protagonist is forced to spy for the Indian Army but
he is in no position to betray his ethnic sentiment. Through Satemba’s erises Temsula's Ao
disseminates the politics in the Naga identity. People like Satemba cannot come to terms with
the idea of “the Naga identity"— whether Naga identity will be determined by the grand
narrative of Indianness or it will be constructed by Naga ethnicity. These questions penctrate
the idea of Naga identity from the post-independent era. This paper will address the historicity
of these issues through Temsula Ac's “The Curfew Man,™

LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE OF ETHNIC SOCIETY :
PRESENT AND FUTURE

Md. Abdur Rouf', Dr. Dipamani Baruah Das®, Biswajit Das
I, Asstt. Professor, English
2. dsstt. Professor, Assamese
3. Assit. Professor, Economics, Kamrup College, Chamata (Assam)

An ethnic group consists of individuals who are distinguishable, within a majority cultural
and social system, by shared charaeteristics such as race, religion, language, cultural modes
and national crigin. Many of the most innovative and distinguished literary works of the later
decades of the twentieth century have been written by writers belonging to ethnic
groups.However, there is much connection, both within and outside the groups of the ethnic
writers. The ethnic writers try to stress their identity as participants in an ethnic culture with its
distinciive subject matter, themnes and formal features.

At present.in many countries of Africa and America there have emerged some prominent
wrilers belonging to their respective ethnic groups. The literature and language of an ethnic
society has some basic features by which it claims to form an especial kind as such.

Ethnic literature ia in full flow in Latin America and Africa. Known as Black Literature,
ﬂthﬁiumhmnimeﬂmiﬁihnmumﬁrthtmﬂuimﬁmnfﬂmwﬂ freshness of
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the black vernacular, in ﬂq.rthmsmﬂmwdsmdnﬁngjmmdm: blues, applied especially to
lives and concems of lower-class blacks, and addresses spmiﬁcullymbhck mass audience To

identity through their literature and langusge, the impact of globalization has put a threat on
M.Evﬂ}thhgmwdepmdaunhnwﬂunmningmups consider the issue.

In our pu;:er.whnwjuslmdtmnmﬁﬂwun some [eatures of ethnic literature and
language and has suggested some MEASUres for their existence.

CONTEMPORARY KARBI HISTORY IN LITERARY

ETHNOGRAPHY
{An abstract submitted fo the National Semingr on ‘Mapping Eithnographies in
Assam and the Role of Identity Politics’, to be held on 11 and 12 February 2011 in
LCB College, Guwahati}

Pranjal Sharma Bashishtha (Main suthor)
Assistant Professor in Western Literature
Department of Assamese, Gauhati Untversity, Guwahati

Sanghamitra Sarma
Assistant Professor in History, Suren Das College, Hajo

The novels of Rong Bong Terang (born 1937), & bright star on the blue of Assamese
ﬁtﬁ'ﬂhﬁﬂ.:ﬂﬂﬂinﬂ:cmdihicliMermgmph}'n[ﬂm K arhi tribe of the Karbi Anglong
district of Assam. While his first novel Rangmilir hanhi (1981) deals with the effect of
modemnity on the tribe, his recent novels.Jak hrmvnpuﬂufﬁtﬂnck-hl‘ﬁsingﬂird,lﬂﬂi}
and Mirbin {2009]mumnfthccﬁﬂufpamudﬂuihrnuh.m“iw‘shwﬁﬁmﬁwna
mnslm:liﬁstma&umnﬂﬁﬁslpmiﬁunmwheuhsnﬂndasﬂtmmﬂtnfﬂjegmwing

mmwﬁmmmhmmmdwmﬁﬁmnfﬁumﬂyh

Rongmilir hanhi, Jak herowa pokhi, and Mirbin in the hope to arrive at a reliable
hlupnmimnfﬂmquntcmpumrhimya{ﬂwhihe.
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LITERATURE & LANGUAGE OF ETHNIC SOCIETIES
‘UNITY’ IN ADI FOLK SONG

the unity, reflected in Adi folk SOng.
There are many adi folk songs, Mmﬂtsingtrhwimﬁimdslumenm&jninwid!
them. They do not want to enjoy anything alone, So they invite others with fove & affection.
In recent time, being united is very important phenomenon. Here we will look how the
Adi folk littérateurs reflected the crazyness to being united.

SOCIO-PRAGMATIC FACTORS, DETERMINING
SELECTIONS OF PRONOUNS IN CONTEMPORARY
ASAMIYA

Pushpa Renun Bhattacharyya
Research Scholar, Depit, of Linguistics, Gehari University

custom. Speech is practiced among all human beings without exception. It ties human socictics
together, the bond between individuals that make their actions social, the means by which
customs are shared.



Absiraces of Seminagr Paper

Asamiya is one of the Indo-Aryan Languages spoken in Asom specially, in the
Brahmapuira Valley.

Pronouns are closed set of words and a sub-class of noun. Pronouns are considered as
the substitute for noun or noun phrases.

Emh!mmﬂsmmuﬂnhﬁﬁ;awﬂ{mdiﬁmmfmmhﬂm
context of discourse) activity, language functions as a deduction system differently interpreted
according to the nature of participation in a speech event. Depending on the context of discourse
and the individual’s psychological moods the usage of pronoun varies. Sometimes, due to linguistics
and extra-linguistics factors a word carries more than the general meaning,

This paper explores the nature of socio-pragmatic factors that influence the selection
process of the various forms of pronouns in different social context. This study aims at providing
aconceptual framework, for studying the social patterning of the use of pronouns in Asamiya,
depending upon the purpose and nature of communication, Finally, it attempts to establish certain
emotional connotations which play a major role on selection process of pronouns,
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SESSION -V
Status of Women in Ethnic Societies

THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE BODO SOCIETY

Mr. Pradip Barman
Dept. of History, Rangapara College

Women, the inseparable part of a society play a significant role in the socio-economic
and political activities. The social scientists opine that without the participation of women in the
socio-economic or other developmental activities a nation or a society cannaot progress. For the
all-round development of a society the constructive role of the women is highly required.

It is tor be noted that in comparison to other states of India, the women in Assam enjoy an
honourable position in the society from the time immemorial. The absence of Purdiah and Sari
systems in the Assamese society signifies the status of the women in the society, In the tribal
society in the state the women occupy a very important and respectable position. Among the
plain tribal of Assam the Bodos are one of the earliest settlers of the Brahmaputra Valley.
Though the Bodb society is a patriarchal society, the women in this society enjoy an independent
entity. They are hard working and dutiful, Their duty starts early in the moming and they spend
the day amidst & busy schedule of works, Their duty includes cooking, weaving, caring children,
working in the agricultural field, rearing animals etc, Thus besides the household activities the
Bode women take active part in the cconomic activities of the family contributing a major
share to the family income. In the religious activities also the Bodo women's participation is
much importunt. The Bodo girls are allowed to participate in the cultural activities like traditional
song, dance and other festivals, The worshiping of goddesses namely Alai Kinngri, Bhandari,
Bulli Buri ctc, also signifies the position of women in the society of this ethnic group.
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STATUS OF WOMEN IN DEORI SOCIETY

Tarun Gogoi
Asst Prof. in History, HCDG College, Nitaipukheri

Woman form an integral part of any social structure. The woman of today is in no way
inferior to men and so it has brought a fresh need for studying the role of women and their
status in the present day society. A sociological and historical approach is necessary to understand
the social role of women and their place in their respective traditional society. Usually the
status of women in the society is gencrally portrayed in the social norms, religious beliefs and
the attitudes of the man folk of that particular society. The status of the Deori women in Assam
in their respective society is therefore to be understood through their participation in different
traditional, socio-cultural and economic activities. Though the Deori society is a patriarchical
society the womenfolk are not overtly oppressed. They enjoy a reasonable amount of freedom
in the society like any other tribal society in Assam. In this presentation focus will be concentrated
anly on some legends and practices which will reveal the position of women in the Deori
society. The oral traditions, myths and legends which are popular among the Deori’s are much
significant fior a better understanding of the actual position occupied by the women in the male
dominated Deori society. This paper is an attempt to discover the actual role of Deori women
in every aspect of Deori society from home to fields, from political to religious sphere and from
oceasion of birth to death. Besides it as the womenfolk of a backward commumity how far they
are aware of their various rights in the society: such as property rights, decision making power
within the family, girls choice in marry-making etc matters are also covered in this discussion,
A very scientific approach will be adopt to make this paper rational as far as possible on the
hasis of both literary daty and empirical observation,

STATUS OF TRIBAL WOMEN IN TRIPURA:
A HISTORICAL APPROACH

Sulanta Sarkar
Lecturer of Economics, Department of Management, ICFAT University Tripura

Tripura is 2 state in North-East India which is surrounded by Bangladesh on the narth, |
south, and west. In the 2001 census of India, Bengalis represent almost 70% of Tripura’s
population and the native tribal populations represent 30%6 of Tripura's population. Tripura has
several diverse ethno-linguistic groups, which has given rise to a composite culture. The dominant
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cultures are Bengali, Tripuris, Jamatia, Reang, Moatia, Koloi, Murasing, Chakma, Halam, Garo,
Kuki, Mizo, Mogh, Munds, Oraon, Santhal, and Uchoi. The Handloom Industry is an important
sector in providing large scale tribal women is engaged, The status of any social group is
determined by its levels of health-nutrition, literacy education and standard of living. Women,
an important scgment of the society, play multiple role, whether visible or nod, in socicty and
histery. But due to various causes this important segment of society is in a disadvantageous
position in most of the places, The tribal women, as women in all social Eroups, are more
illiterate than men. The low educational status is reflected in their lower literacy rate, lower
enrolment rate and their presence in the school. Economy of tribal society in Tripura depends
on the contribution of the women in the family. Women are engage in both types of works, i.e.
works inside the house and outside. Government of Tripura has been introduced various
programmes for development of the tribal women. The basic objectives of this paper are, (a)to
evaluate the status of tribal women in society or family, & (b) to assess the impact of
modernization on the status of tribal women in Tripura,

STATUS OF WOMEN IN TIWA COMMUNITY : A STUDY

Dhiraj Patar', Rumi Patar’
Research Scholar, Dept. of Assamese, Gawhati University
Research Scholar, Dept. of History, Assam University

The Tiwa commumnity is one of the indigenous tribal group of Assam, they are settled in
Nowgaon, Morigaon, Karbianlong, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Kamrup District specially in central
Assam. This commumity is also found in Meghalaya state. They settled in both plain and Hill
areas. They have their own society, culture and language. They celebrated different festivals in
the vear.

The women of the Tiwa community are very high in status in their society compared to
other society. Tiwa women played important part in their society, Without women socio-religious
ceremonies are incomplete. The women are played important role in their house. They do all
day to day activities like cooking, washing, farming, weaving, goto paddy field, They help their
husbands in all their activities. They support their husbands in the economic side also. The
women wake up in the early moming from the bed and started all the household work and go to
bed at night after finishing all the work. Tiwa society is very much ahead in the cultural and
festival side and there also women played important role. Becasse women collect and amrange
all the necessary items for the festival, In this paper we are trying to simply signify how women
play their role and what is the status of Tiwa women in their society.

Iy
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EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF WOMEN IN TRIBAL
SOCIETY WITH REFERENCE TO KARBI ANGLONG
DISTRICT

: Karabi Das
Asstt. Prof, Dept. of Education, Diphu Gove. College, Diphu, Karbi Anglong. Assam

Emhmd:vm'ﬂinwinﬂsumidcmﬁﬂnfhdh man and woman as its indispensable
and significant part. Though unrecognized, still since past womenfolk have been playing their
role with utmost sincerity and effectiveness, both at home and in the society. They have great
contribution in building the hame, society and nation, Their duties from childbirth to domestic
chores, from agricultural activities to religious, cultural and social works have been commeon in
every society, The parameter of the woman's role in modem socicty has become somewhat
wider than that of traditional society. Diffierence can also be seen in rural and urban, tribal and
noe-tribal societies. Karbi Anglong iswcnfﬂtmhﬂldimimhhﬁamwlﬁ:hhpudmnimnﬂy
inhabited by the Karbi tribal penpm.ﬁnimpmammhhasbmphyimhymmimunm
the formation and development of Karbi society. Karbi Women are though simple, yet very
hardwarking. The paper deals with the study of educational status of Karbi women in Karbi
Anglong district. The education far Karbi women was not considered as so important inthe
past as considered now. The fernale literacy rate which was almost zero before Independence
could prove it better. After the formation of Karbi Anglong District Council in 1952 education
fior girls has been getting more and more impartance. Of late, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) has
been also trying to provide facilities for the development of women education in the district.

Key Words: Education, status, women, tribal society, Karbi Anglong.

STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE SOCIETY OF WESTERN
ASSAM

Sanghita Chakravarty
Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit, Gauhati University

Different people of varied ethnic origin form & composite culture in Assam, which is
very rich. In these societies women form a very strong approach. Here, wormen are very much
hard-working. The society of Western Assam is culturally rich and the society is agrarian. 30,
here the works of women are as hard as men. Apart from the field work, they have to involve
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